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Abstract of the Proceedings of a Con- 
neniion of the Diocess of Delaware, 
held in Christ Church, Dover, on 
Saturday, June 7th, and Monday, 
June 9th, 1823. 


Te convention was composed of 
two presbyters, and eleven lay dele- 
gates, representing eight congregations. 

The Rev. Ralph Williston was ap- 
pointed president, and ‘Thomas Clay- 
ton secretary. 

The convention havmg organized in 
the morning, adjourned “till the after- 
noon, when evening prayer was read 
hy the Rev. Ralph Williston, rector of 
Trinity church, Wilmington, and a ser- 
mon preached by the Rev. Daniel Hig- 
bee, minister of St. Paul’s church, 
Georgetown; St. George’s chapel; St. 
Peter’s church, Lewes; Prince George’s 
church; Christ church, Laurel; and 
St. John’s church. 

The parochial reports furnish the 
following aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
4, children 7, not specified 35) 46— 
marriages 12—funerals 7—communi- 
gants 304. 

From the treasurer’s account it ap- 
pears that the receipts, the past year, 
were $28, and the expenses $7 5; 
and that there is now in his hands 
$38 3. 

Thirty-two dollars were received in 
contributions from several churches. 

The following appointments were 
made :— 

Standing Committee:—The Rev. 
Ralph Williston, the Rev. Daniel Hig- 
bee, Kensey Johns, and John Rumsey. 

Deiegates to the General Conven- 
tion :—The Rev. Ralph Williston, the 
Rev. Daniel Higbee, the Rev. Robert 
Clay, Nicholas Ridgely, Kensey Johns, 
and Daniel Rodney. 

The Rev. Mr. Williston, of the 
standing committee, made the following 
report :— 
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The standing committee, to whom 
was referred the subject of the missions 
of this diocess, and who were autho- 
rized to apply to the Domestic and Foe 
reign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, for the purpose of 
obtaining aid in supplying this diocess 
with one or more missionaries, submit 
the following report :— 

That having made application to the 
executive committee of said society, 
they were informed that two hundred 
dollars had been appropriated in aid of 
missions in this diocess; but subjected 
to the condition, that this diocess form 
an auxiliary society to their society; 
which being done, the above sum of 
two hundred dollars will be.at our dis- 
posal, in the employment of a mission- 
ary or missionaries. 

We were also informed, that any 
money collected by ourselves would 
not be diverted from the use of this dio- 
cess, so long as it may be needed there- 
in; but, on the contrary, that, what 
they had already appropriated to our 
use might be considered as only an 
earnest of what they would do for us, 
as soon as we shall have shown a dis- 
position to help ourselves, by forming 
said auxiliary society. 

Your committee therefore beg leave 
to recommend the adoption of a consti- 
tution for the formation of an auxiliary 
society, prepared by the special com- 
mittee appointed for that and other 
purposes. 


The Constitution of the Missionary 
Society of the Diocess of Delaware, 
Auxiliary to the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. 


Article I.—The object of this society 
is to employ and support missionaries, 


and to supply withChristian ordinances 
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such places within the diocess as may 
be destitute of a regular ministry ; and 
the surplus, if any, funds shall be trans- 
mitted to the parent society, to be ap- 
plied to domestic missions. 

Art. [1.—This society shall be com- 
posed of such of the members of this 
convention, clerical and laical, and of 
such other persons as shall contribute 
one dollar by subscription annually, to 
the objects of this institution; and of 
such as shall contribute at once thirty 
dollars, which contribution shall consti- 
tute them members for life. Members 
who pay fifty dollars on subscribing 
shall be denominated patrons of the 
society. 

Art. UI.—The society shall meet 
annually at the place in which this con- 
vention shall hold its session. ‘The 
time of meeting shall be on the day 
next before the session of the conven- 
tion, at ten o’clock a. m. at which time 
a sermon shail be preached, and a col- 
lection made in aid of the funds of the 
society: and also on the day next fol- 
lowing the third Tuesday in January in 
each year, at such place as shall be de- 
termined on at the annual meeting of 
the society. The preacher to be ap- 
pointed by the president. 

Art. Iv.—The president of the con- 
vention shall, ea officto, be president of 
the society. There shall also be two 
vice presidents, one corresponding se- 
cretary, one recording secretary, one 
treasurer, and seven directors, who 
shill be chosen by ballot at each an- 
nual meeting of the society. 

Art. V.—Yhe directors, together 
with the president and vice-presidents, 
secretaries and treasurer, and patrons 
of the society, who shall, ex officio, be 
directors, shall compose a body to be 
denominated the board of directors, 
who shall meet annually at the place 
where the society meet, and as soon as 
may be after the meeting of the socie- 
ty; five members of this board shall be 
necessary to form a quorum. The 
meetings of the board of directors shall 
always be opened with prayer. 

Art. V!.—At the annual meetings, 
all missionary stations, and appropria- 
tions of money, and all laws necessary 
for the'r own government, and for con- 
ducting the affairs of the missions, shall 
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be made by the board of directors. 
Special meetings may be called by the 
president as often as may be necessary 
tocarry into effect the resolutions adopt- 
ed at the annual meetings of the board, 
At which special meetings, three mem- 
bers, including the president, shall be 
a quorum to transact business. 

Art. VII.—The treasurer shall re- 
ceive all contributions which shall be 
made to the society, and enter them in 
detail, and present a statement of his 
accounts annually, or oftener if requir- 
ed, to the board of directors. He shall 
not pay money unless on an order from 
the board, signed by the president. 

Art. V111.—The board of directors 
shall, at every meeting of the society, 
present a detailed report of their pro- 
ceedings; which, if approved aud 
adopted by the seciety, shall (as soon 
as may be) be presented, by their pre- 
sident, to the parent society, as the re- 
port of the society. 

Art. 1X.—The present convention 
shail elect, by ballot, the officers pro- 
vided for by the fourth article of this 
act, till the first stated meeting of the 
society: and the first meeting of the 
board of directors shall take place at 
Dover, on the third Wednesday in Oc- 
tober next. 

Art. X.— This convention may, at 
any time in future, alter or amend the 
foregoing constitution. 

Which, on motion, was adopted ; 
And the following persons were 
elected officers of the society, viz.— 

Vice-presidents, the Rev. Daniei 
Hligbee, John Cummins; correspond- 
ing secretary, Nicholas Ridgely; re- 
cording secretary, Joshua Gordon 
Brinckle; treasurer, Kensey Johns; 
directors, Samuel Paynter, Charles M. 
Cullen, Outten Davis, William Dun- 
ning, James Booth, jun. Henry M. 
Ridgely, Dr. John Brinckle. 


The Rev. Mr. Williston submitted 
the following address, which was con- 
curred in by the convention, viz.— 

To the Members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in Delaware. 
Dear Brethren, 

We cannot, without emotions of the 

most lively joy, without expressing the 
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feelings of the sincerest gratitude to- 

wards the Author of all good, announce 

to you the formation of a missionary 

society, auxiliary to the Domestic and 

Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- 

testant Episcopal Church, whose first 

object is toemploy missionaries among 

you, and furnish you with the ordi- 

nances and sacraments of our church. 

Henceforth our diocess will not bea 

stranger to that great and all-import-, 
ant association, whose object is to aid 

in evangelizing the whole human fami- 

ly. Our diocess has become auxiliary 

to that institution with great eagerness. 

And it is hoped that eur opulent fami- 

lies will duly feel that they cannot make 

a better use of their money than, by 

generoys donations, to contribute to- 

wards the promulgation of the holy 

gospel, and due administration of the 

holy sacraments. Our destitute con- 

eregations will hail the missionaries 

whom you shall send them, and thank 

you for the benefit. Our youth, taught 

by them daily, tolove and fear God, to 
love public order and religious instity- 
tions, to reverence the holy sacraments, 
to honour their parents, and to practise 
every Christian virtue, will, rising up, 
call you blessed. Our churches will be 
repaired, our congregations enlarged, 
and amore ardent attachment to the 
institutions of our venerable church be 
the happy result of your bounty. This 
is a primary object of the parent so- 
ciety. That society has nothing in 
view but the glory of God, and tlie pro- 
mulgation of that light of the glorious 
gospel, the beneficial rays of which the 
divine Saviour intended far the enlight- 
ening of all nations. 

We have cordially united with her 
in her laudable work, in order to assist 
each other by counsel, mutual support, 
and fraternal communications, HHav- 
ing nothing in view but the glory of 
God, and the edification of his church, 
if we embrace the means of centralizing 
our operations, it is merely in order, by 
labouring with one consent, to labour 
more effectually. The impulse, ence 
given, communicates itself trom the one 
to the other. And we bless God for 
having received it, for enabling us to 
impart it to our brethren, and to behold 
this auxiliary society, which has so hap- 
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pily been formed by us, on the point of 
communicating it again to many branch 
societies within this divcess. 

We feel it our duty, brethren, to ac- 
knowledge how useful the parent so- 
ciety is disposed to be unto this diocess. 
Already has she manifested her will 
towards us—and we regard her liberal 
appropriation as a pledge of affection ; 
but, above all, as a glorious monument 
of that pure and ardent zeal which has 
found means to reproduce and multiply 
religious ordinances amongst us. And 
with what cordiality will she not hail 
the rising society; with what gratitude 
will she not receive the first report of 
our success; and with what zeal will 
she not answer to our eall for aid, by 
acknowledging it as the common cen- 
tre of operations for this diocess, and 
by supporting it by her donations? 
Surely we cannot in vain have made 
mention of these proofs of zeal for so 
good a cause. She who has afforded 
them will repeat them, and every one 
of us shall feel, that, being a member 
of this society, he must strive with alf 
his might to increase its blessed influ- 
ence. 

Let us not wait for results; but let 
lis study to produce them. Let us not 
consider our brethren in faith, our 
friends, as less inclined than ourselves 
to take a lively interest .n the re-edifi- 
cation of our apostolic church in this 
diocess, and to march in concert with 
us towards our great object—this ob- 
ject you all know is to do good to our 
desolate Zion, by employing mission- 
aries among us. 

Nothing can more powerfully engage 
us to do so, than the services which we 
are capable of rendering to our desti- 
tute congregations. Scattered, as they 
are, over the suriace of the state, too 
seldom edified by the preaching of our 
clergy, who, notwithstanding their ar- 
dent zeal, can only visit their far disse- 
minated congregations at great inter- 
vals of time, our brethren have the 
greater need of zealous missionaries. 
That the zeal of our members may be 
fostered, their religious feelings deep- 
ened, their morals preserved in their 
purity, and that Christian faith and 
practice may be nourished and increas- 
ed in the hearts and lives of all: abun 
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dantly to supply the means by which, 
under the divine blessing, these re 
sults may be obtained, is a duty we owe 
to God and his church; is a right 
which nothing should cause us to re- 
nounce. No, nothing ought to hinder 
any one episcopalian in the employ- 
meni he would wish to make of his 
time, and of his fortune, in order to ob- 
tain such noble results. 

This appeal is made to all episcopa- 
Jians who sincerely desire the prospe- 
rity of our church. Every one is ex- 
pected to do his duty. The object is 
most noble and excellent. It is inti- 
mately connected with the glory of 
God, and the happiness of man La- 
bours for this object may justly be ex- 
pected to result in extensive and essen- 
tial benefits. 


Resolved, that the next stated meet- 
ing of the convention be held at Dover. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the con- 
vention be given to the president, for 
his attention to the business of the 
convention; and to the Rev. Mr. Hig- 
bee, for the excellent sermon delivered 
by him this day. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s supper 
having been administered on Sunday, 
and there being nothing further to 
come before the convention, it assem- 
bled on Monday, and adjourned with- 
out day. 


I’ourth Annual Report of the Standing 
Committee of the Protestant Ejis- 
copal Missionary Society i Charles- 


ton, South-Carolina, composed of 


young Men and otiers, presented at 

their fourth Anniversary, l’eb. 21s¢, 

1823. 

In presenting the fourth annual re- 
port, the standing committee gladly 
embrace the earliest opportunity of an- 
nouncing to the society a general de- 
cided and evident advancement of its 


affairs in prosperity, and promise of 


usefulness, since the last anniversary. 
A benevolent Providence has been with 
us in our labours; and the warmest 
gratitude is due for the gracious care 
that has brought us from a feeble and 
unpromising beginning, to our present 


condition ; which, though it cannot sus- 
tain, and does not pretend to compa- 
rison with that of kindred institutions 
of older date and more extensive means ; 
yet can furnish enough to encourage the 
sanguine and cheer ‘the desponding in 
the ‘simple fact, that the preaching of 
the Gospel has been supported through 
the whole year with considerable effect, 
where it was so seldom heard before, 
that it conveyed “ good news” in almost 
the full meaning of the words. 

But though some of our fears have 
not been verified, neither heve all our 
hopes been realized. ‘The number of 
our members, the consideration of pri- 
mary importance, as the source tron: 
which all our means of usefulness, un- 
der sod, must proceed, has increased, 
but not in the proportion we would wish 
to see; not in the proportion which the 
stability, conferred by time on all insti- 
tutions valuable in their nature and ob- 
ject, and the opportunity afforded by 
it, of discerning and appreciating as it 
de serves the happy tendency of our 
most humble efforts, might justify our 

expectation. Forty names have been 
added to our list within the last year. 
It is regretted that selt love, united with 
piety, in the consideration of the bene- 
ficial effects of such exertions as con- 
stitute the business of our society, not 
only on their subjects, but on their au- 
thors, has not swelled the number. The 
committee earnestly suggest the pro- 
priety of frequent and zealous, though 
discreet conversation on the subject of 
the society, where there is likelihood 


of obtaining accessions to its means of 


usefulness. With the addition of these 
forty new members, and the subtraction 
of seven who have left us within the 
same period, the number now in the 
society is 266. Some of those who have 
left us, have teft us for another world. 
It was death, no diminution of zeal for 
the interests of the society that called 
them away from it. Among these, we 
have to lament an excellent ln ady, (Mrs, 
M. C. Gregory ») whose loss is fe Itby the 
whole community. After giving tothe 
cause of religion and chari ity the support 
of her purse, her example, her personal 
exertions and her prayers, she is gone 
to receive her reward from him, whose 
cause it was her chief business and de- 
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light toserve. We trust, that grateful 
and affectionate recollection will lead 
to imitation of her beneficence; and 
while we lament the loss of her general 
example as a Christian, may we endea- 
vour to supply the place of her active 
zeal as a member of this society. 

The committee are reminded by this 
subject to record, and they do it with 
unmingled pleasure and approbation, a 
donation by Master William A. Clark- 
son, of twenty dollars in the name of 
his father, William Clarkson, Esq. and 
likewise an acceptable donation of 
prayer books by Mrs. Dehon. 

Asa means of extending a know- 
ledge of the society, and giving oppor- 
tunity to the exercise of much latent 
benevolence that must exist every 
where throughout the state, and only 
waits for an appeal to be made, which 
will make itself heard, and a subject to 
be presented, of whose propriety there 
cannot be a doubt in the religious mind, 
to expand itself into active and useful 
exertion; three agents have been ap- 
pointed in the city, and one or more in 
each of the country parishes, to obtain 
subscriptions in aid of the society. It 
is not yet known, with what effect this 


measure has been attended in many ot ’ 


the parishes, but the few from which 
intelligence has been received, furnish 
flattering accounts of their success. 
Another measure which promises to 
be productive of much benefit to the 
society, inasmuch as it will remove 
in a great degree, the inconvenience 
vecasioned by the difficult attendance 
of members at anniversary meetings of 
the society, is a resolution to alter the 
time of holding the anniversary, so as 
to bring it within the week of the con- 
vention of the church. Among other 
advantages of this arrangement, will be 
the facility afforded to the collection of 
arrearages. ‘hig is a subject to which 
the most serious attention of the mem- 
bers is requested. Unless the gratuitous 
labours of the treasurer are lightened 
in reward for his services by punctuality 
of payment, and even when convenient 
by a considerate anticipation of his ap- 
plications, the supplies of the fund 
are stopped, and we can do nothing. 
Without a fund, the society is.an empty 
same. It may he proper to observe 
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here, that the resolution providing for 
the increase of the fund by means of an 
annual sermon, has been complied with 
last year, in St. Michael’s and St. Phi- 
lip’s churches, and collections taken up 
in aid of the society. 

With respect to the main object of 
the society, the establishment of mis- 
sions in places destitute of religious 
instruction, the committee have to re- 
port, that though their theatre of actual 
operation has not been extended, it has 
been for some time contemplated doing 
so, and several resolutions passed on 
the subject ; and that the prospect of 
the mission at St. Augustine, the only 
point at present occupied, have become 
more encouraging than they were an- 
nounced to be in the last annual report. 
The pestilence which almost paralized 
the efforts of the Rey. Mr. Fowler, the 
society’s missionary at that place, pass- 
ed away, and the abiding influence it 
has left on the spirit of its survivers is 
probably favourable to the dissemina- 
tion of religious truths, and the preva- 
lence of religious feeling: thoagh at the 
same time, it must be said, its ravages 
have almost destroyed the means of 
adding much to the compensation which 
the missionary receives from the socie- 
ty. But still death, and poverty, and 
removal from the place, have by no 
means extinguished the hope of build- 
ing up there the walls of Zion. 

After the period of the Rev. Mr. 
Fowler’s first engagement had expired, 
in consequence of information received 
from St. Augustine, he accepted an in- 
vitation of the society, March 6th, te 
return for six months. Accounts fur- 
nished by a gentleman directly from 
Florida, and a certificate from five re« 
spectable gentlemen there, afterwards 
occasioned an extension of his engage- 
ment for three, and again for three 
inonths. It testified that it was their 
opinion, the Rey. Mr. Fowler would be 
able tu realize asmall sumannually trom 
the congregation there; that his exer- 
tions and deportment as a missionary, 
were highly approved of, and that it was 
their anxious wish, and, they believed, 
the wish of the protestants in general, 
that divine service should be continued. 
Accordingly, it was the general and 
earnest wish of the society, to continue 
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the service of the church there ; but the 
limited means of the congregation seem- 
mg to promise too partial and inefficient 
a co-operation with the society in the 
support of it, to justify confidence in 
our resources, and the necessities of our 
own diocess claiming the preference 
when the state of the funds permitted 
but little to be done any where; it was 
resolved that a correspondence be open- 
ed with the General Missionary Society 
of the Episcopal Church, requesting 
their assistance in the support of a mis- 
sionary at St. Augustine. No answer 
has yet been received. ‘The terms in 
whick the missionary writes of the ge- 
neral spirit and attention of the people 
under his charge, though we regret to 
add, his own health will not allow him 
to continue among them, and he may 
be momently expected in Charleston, 
add earnestness to the hope we were 
already disposed to indulge, that our 
proposition may be acceded to by the 
General Missionary Society. Notwith- 
standing sickness, the disappointments 
of mercantile enterprise, the transient 
nature of the residence which the dwell- 
ers are obliged to make, and other ob- 
stacles which might be expected to ope- 
rate with more decided hostility to the 
advancement of a Protestant Church, 
he describes his room as crowded every 
sabbath day; has baptized within the 
year, five adults and thirteen infants ; 
and has, more than once, written for 
and received Bibles and Prayer Books 
for the use of his congregation. The 
Church has likewise been in a consider- 
able degree organized, having elected 
wardens and vestrymen, and entered on 
a course of serious and regular atten- 
tion to the offices of devotion contained 
in our liturgy. The good wishes of 
their brethren in this state attend their 
efforts, and the prayers of all Christen- 
dom include a petition for their success 
in its constant supplication. It be- 
comes us in particular, to see that their 
endeavours prove not abortive. We 
who are so near, and have once put 
forth an arm to help, must not rest sa- 
tisfied with idle wishes for their future 
subsistence and advancement. Let 
not the infant church of Florida have 
reason to complain that we have given 
it life, merely to let it perish with hun- 
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ger; that we gave it a taste of the bless. 
ings attendant on the public and stated 
worship of God, merely to torture it 
with the vain and despairing recollection 
of what they have lost; that we have in- 
dulzed it with a glimpse of the holy and 
happy privileges belonging to a religious 
community, and then mocked their 
hopes of enjoying them permanently. 
Measures have been adopted for es- 
tablishing iu the inteior of the state, a 
mission embracing the districts of Edge- 
field, Newberry, and Abbeville, and it 
is hoped, and reasonably expected, that 
they will soon be brought to maturity, 
and these places once more blessed with 
the preaching of the word. This will 
be doing something; but, when we con- 
sider the immense range of wilderness 
in our country, that is a wilderness in 
every sense; where there is no possi- 
ble means of learning the truths of re- 
velation according to any modification 
of Cliristianity ; where children are born 
and die, and the mother’s eyes are not 
blessed with seeing the waters of bap- 
tism poured over their heads; where the 
symbols of Christian redemption are in 
every way a mystery, and life is with- 
out law, and death without consolation ; 
where the name of God is forgotien, or 
only remembered to be blasphemed ; 
and prayer, ifany, but an emotion of 
the mind, without encouragement or 
means to draw the attention of the 
thoughtless by public expression; when 
we think of these things, we may al 
most tremble for Christianity in gene- 
ral. But when we look at our own 
church in particular, * how is the gold 
become dim and the most fine gold 
changed,” which once shone with re- 
splendant lustre, conferred by and re- 
flected on public patronage and private 
zeal,even among the forests and swamps 
of Carolina. “ The stones of the sanc- 
tuary are poured out in the top of every 
street;” our country churches are, 
some of them, falling into ruins, swal- 
lowed up by the triumphant wilderness, 
and affording shelter to the beasts of the 
forest. It was not in this way that “ the 
wilderness and solitary place were to 
be glad and the desert rejoice and blos- 
som as a rose.” Even in several, where 
service is performed, we see all around 
the building, the ruinous walls of a for- 
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mer temple, reproaching, by the com- 
parison they suggest, the diminished 
zeal of the present age. Is this to con- 
tinue so? Is our country to become a 
spiritual wilderness? If the answer be 
no, we must “up and be doing.” The 
Missionary Society, we must believe, 
in the present state of the world, opens 
the dvor to usefulness, as religion is 
concerned. The command is “ge and 
preach,” the corresponding obligation 
on us, is, enable them to go. So long 
as this command and its reciprocal ob- 
ligation stands unrepealed, we must be 
strenuous in that path which our society 
marks out before us: the coldness of 
the worldly man must be overcome; 
the sneers of the scoffer, despised; the 
hope of the sanguine, embodied in ac- 
tive exertion; the zeal of the believer, 
burn brighter and brighter into the per- 
fect day of moral illumination, when 
the Gospel shall boast the spiritual 
conquest and renovation of the world. 
Signed in behalf of the committee, 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, 
President ex officio. 


The Fourth Annual Report of the 
Board of Managers of the Charles- 
ton Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Society, presented at the An- 
niversary of the Society, on White 
sun-l'uesday, May 20th, 1823. 


Tue board of managers of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School So- 
ciety present their fourth annual _re- 
port with feelings of gratitude to God 
for the success of the past, -and of san- 
guine anticipation for the results of our 
future exertions. Our hopes have not 
heen disappointed, although we have 
to lament the confined limits of the 
field on which they were exercised. 
The foundation on which we began 
was small, but it was enough to exem- 
plify the justness of the principles on 
which the institution of Sunday schools 
was advocated, and to exhibit their 
happy effects on all concerned, super- 
intendents, teachers, pupils, and pa- 
trons. "The public attention has been 
awakened to the subject, and it is hoped 
that, by the grace of God, the time is 
not far distant, when the efficacy of 
this instrument te disseminate a religi- 
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ous spirit will be so decidedly acknow- 
ledged, that it will receive patronage 
worthy of its merits, and exhibit effects 
proportioned to its promise, and suffi- 
cient to convince the most sceptical 
gainsayer. An institution which has 
for its object the promotion of religion, 
conducted on principles suggested by 
the judgment of the wise, and the ex- 
perience of the observing, cannot be 
despaired of, even though its past his- 
tory did not confirm the conviction of 
its utility. The Saviour was displeased 
that little children should not be suffer- 
ed to come unto him; and what shall 
we think of those who are systemati- 
cally opposed to a mode of instruction 
which appears eminently calculated to 
lead their infant mind to a knowledge 
and love of him who first loved them, 
and who alone can make them virtuous 
and happy? Nay, what shall we think 
of the patriotism of those who refuse to 
imbue the hearts of their children with 
such sentiments of duty in all the do- 
mestic, civil, and political relations of 
life as they are likely to imbibe from the 
religiougy instruction of our Sunday 
schools? When we think what the 
heart of childhood is, and what the 
world of manhood is, we, surely, must 
approve of the purifying and braceing 
influence of a discipline which promises 
to prepare the one for the trials of the 
other. 

The work which we carry on is of a 
steady quiet nature, which affords little 
to report upon. The schools are in 2 
sufficiently flourishing state to satisfy, 
not the bold wishes we could form, but 
the reasonable expectations which their 
conditions at the last anniversary justi- 
fied our entertaining. Considerable ad- 
ditions to the number of scholars have 
resulted from a resolution passed at a 


meeting of the society in August last, — 


for the more effectual discovery and 
encouragement of the children of the 
poor who attend no Sunday schools. 
The proposal made and acceded te 
was, that the rectors of the episcopal 
churches in this city, together with such 
persons as they can interest in the un- 
dertaking, be requested to exert them- 
selves to obtain poor children for the 
schools, and that the better to effect 
this, wards, No. 1 and 2, be allotted te 
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St. Michael’s; ward, No. 3, to St. Phi- 
lip’s; No. 4, to the missionary of the 
“ Domestic Missionary Society,” and 
the Neck, to St. Paul’s. 

The exertions of these active bene- 
factors will, in future, be animated by 
the removal of an inconvenience that 
has hitherto much impeded the progress 
and usefulness of our schools. This 
was the want of seats for the children 
of persons who do not own pews. For 
these, we are happy to state, accom- 
modations are now provided in ail the 
churches. ‘The annexed extracts from 
the reports of the superintendents, fur- 
nish a very satisfactory account of the 
several schools, in which there are 435 
children, and 56 teachers. 

« A mong the expedients recommend- 
ed by the rector of St. Plulip’s, and 
adopted the last summer, for the in- 
crease of the Sunday school attached to 
it, were the division of the wards in 
which the church is situated into six 
sections, andthe allotment of each to 
two visitors. It was the duty of these 
to pay particular attention to, and pro- 
cure the attendance of the children of 
our communion, as well as of the poor, 
and others, residing within their re- 
spective sections, who did not belong 
to any denomination.” It has, by some 
of the visitors, been faithfully attended 
to, for which they merit the thanks of 
the church. ‘The adoption of such a 
measure has resulted most beneficially 
in more than doubling the number of 
scholars, and inducing many, who had 
heretofore been neglectful of the Lord’s 
Day, to be regular attendants at the 
school. 

* Among the children are two of 
Jewish parents, who have been bap- 
tized. ‘heir eldest sister is a teacher 
in the school. 

“The Sunday school for children of 
colour is held at a different hour; reli- 
gious instruction exclusively is regard- 
ed, and as few of the children can read, 
they are taught the ‘Ten Command- 
ments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Creed, by repeating. It is to be re- 
gretted that they attend very irregular- 
ly, and the more, as the benefit of 
those whose parents and masters be- 
long to the congregation is particularly 
designed.” 
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“ Ardently desirous of extending the 
dominion oftruth,and promoting the spi- 
ritual welfare of the young, so far as their 
abilities and opportunities will allow, 
the teachers and superintendents of St. 
Paul's earnestly or ee all those whose 
situation in life, and ample possession of 
time give the pewer, to co-operate with 
them in this work of faith, and Jabour 
af love. Many members of the church 
there are, who, by a slight intimation, 
or the mere expression of a wish, could 
influence many, viewing them with 
emotions of esteem and regard, to avail 
themselves of the benefits of an institu- 
tion, having for its object the promo- 
tion of God’s glory, and the salvation 
of immortal souls. The opinion is er- 
roncous in its nature, and injurious in 
its operation, that none can promote 
the well-being of Sunday schools but 
those who are activ ely engaged in 
teaching the young and tender mind the 
read to heaven’s high portals. ‘This 
cannot be expected of persons who su- 
perintend the economy of large house- 
holds, and who acknowledge. the obli- 

gations of a religion, that does not 
sanction the neglect of domestic duties. 
But they are affectionately requested to 
consider whether there is not some 
smail portion of their time, which 
would admit of being devoted to fur- 
thering the prosperity of the Sunday 
school institution—intluencing their de- 
pendants, enlisting, by prudent and } jue 
dicious conversation, others in its fa- 
vour, and animating and encouraging 
those engaged in bestowi ing and receiv~ 
ing instruction, by an occasional short 
visit to the scene of their labours.— 
That they may be induced to give the 
subject the serious attention which it 
deserves, they are kindly desired to 


weizh maturcly the sacred injunction, 


Feed my lambs, which, though pri- 
marily addressed by the blessed Savi- 
our of mankind to one of the most emi- 
nent of the apostles, was intended for 
all bearing his holy name.” 

Some Bibles have been received from 
generous, but unknown donors, who 
look for their reward only in the ap- 
probation of their own consciences, 
and the favour of him who “ sees thei 
alms in secret, but himself shall reward 
them openly.” In addition to these 
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Bibles we have to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of a few numbers of the “ Guar- 
dian, or Youth’s Religious Instructor.” 
May he, who declared his kingdom 
was composed ef such as little children, 
welcome into it with joy those who 
make it their effort to prepare its earth- 
ly emblems for the perfect purity of 
the state, which even they represent in- 
adewuately! It will be gratifying to 
the members to know that an active 
friend has been raised up to our hum- 
ble and noiseless institution, at the dis- 
tance of many miles. We feel grateful 
to the Rev. Mason L. Weems, for the 
goed wishes he has expressed for our 
success, and for the disinterested dona- 
tion of seven dollars to our funds. 

Whether there be a misunderstand- 
ing abroad respecting the mode in 
which the Sunday schools are support- 
ed, and their necessary expenses de- 
frayed, or whether the whole system is 
disapproved by the community, which 
we cannot suppose to be the case, the 
number of names on the list of the so- 
ciety is not so great as every good feel- 
ing, spiritual and secular, should induce 
us to hope and expect. Since the last 
anniversary there has been an acces- 
sion of one life member and six an- 
nual members, and five have withdrawn 
their names. One excellent and zeal- 
ous patron, (Mrs. Mary C. Gregorie) 
too, has departed for the world where 
she is to receive the reward of all her 
*“Jabours of love.” ‘The memory of 
her example remains to sooth our re- 
gret at her loss; and the abiding effects 
of her charities will, we trust, be felt 
and blessed by many immortal souls, 
assisted by her on their way to Zion; 
even when her name shall have been 
forgotten on earth, and only heard 
among the spirits of the just made per- 
fect. 

The society at present, therefore, 
contains 117 members. We cannot 
omit this opportunity of urging upon 
them the propriety of doing all in their 
power to dissipate prejudices, which, 
perhaps, still exist in the public mind, 
relating to the ultimate effects of our 
exertions, by unreserved exposition of 
their nature, and limitations particu- 
larly as directed to the children of co- 


loured persons. The instruction im- 
Von. VII, 


parted is wholly spiritual, and the ar- 
rangement of their classes seems to en- 
courage a sense of subordination, inde- 
pendently of the humble and submis- 
sive feelings which are here shown to 
be inculcated by Christianity. 

The library which has been esta- 
blished for the use of the children 
proves to be an effectual, though un- 
fortunately still a very limited instrue 
ment of promoting a disposition for 
reading, and engendering the pious feel- 
ings, which the character of the books 
we have selected tends to excite. With- 
out a doubt of its propriety, and with 
a sanguine confidence of success, we 
make an appeal in its favour to the ge- 
nerosity of the members, and even of 
the public in general, as far as our re- 
quest may be heard. The facility with 
which donations may be made to an 
institution of this nature, encourages us 
in our suit. How many books are ly- 
ing idle upon your shelves, which would 
be received with gratitude, and thus 
perform a part, and an important part, 
in the great moral machine that is to 
result in the enlightening the under- 
standing, and purifying the heart, and 
blessing with immortal glory the souls 
of those who otherwise cannot, or will 
not accomplish this one supremely im- 
portant object of their existence. But 
it is not intended to confine the libera- 
lity of the generous to books alone. 
The means of purchasing books will be 
received of course with equal gratitude. 
It should be mentioned also, that a 
laudable sense of decency, and of the 
decerum that is due to the sanctuaries 
where the business of the schools is 
conducted, prevents many a poor pa- 
rent from sending her children, because 
not suitably clad. For such, clothing 
would be a very acceptable and useful 
present; for though the board have 
been at considerable expense in pro- 
curing such necessaries, their funds will 
not permit them to supply every de- 
serving applicant. 

The board conclude with congratu- 
lations to the members for what has 
been done, and with the most earnest 
expression of their hope that they will 
not forget how much : re may be done. 
Their work is a good one, and must 
prosper, for the Omnipotent, we trust, 
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is on their side. Let them always re- 
member they are striving to fill the 
hearts of children with his Spirit. 
They are invoking purity to the foun- 
tain head, from whence must hereafter 
flow the streams that give to the world 
its character, and make it the empire 
of the evil one, or the happy encamp- 
ment of immortal hosts, who are march- 
ing onward to God’s throne in heaven. 


Signed in behalf of the Board of 
Managers, 
EBENEZER Tuayen, jun. Sec’ry. 
Charieston, Whitsun-Tuesday, 1823. 


Mr. Rutledge’s Address. 


{ At the celebration of the above anniversary, 
an appropriste address wos delivered by the 
Rev Edward iKatledge, rector of St. Tho- 
mas and St. Dennis: it is printed with the 
report, but its great length prevents its m- 
sertion Om our pages; we however extract 
the following passages. | 
“ Tue age in which we live is dis- 

tinguished above all that have preced- 
ed it, by the rapid march of benevo- 
lence. Called into active existence by 
the Son of God, and cherished by his 
immediate disciples, it seems, after 
their departure from the earth, to have 
soon sunk into slumber and insensibi- 
lity. In the calm of indifference, and 
in the storms of religious controversy, 
there were no opportunities presented 
for it to resume its progress; and for 
ages the absolute necessity of its pre- 
sence and operation, wherever Chris- 
tianity is professed, appears to have 
been forgotten. 

** Within a few years a regenerating 
spirit has gone forth; a fresh beam has 
come down from the throne of the Eter- 
nal to revive the holy principle of good 
will to men; the second commandment 
has been placed in as clear a light as 
ever; Christians are again distinguish- 
ed by the peculiar badge, left them by 
their divine Master; and again must 
their noble exertions in each other’s be- 
half, excite in the minds of their ene- 
mies, the feelings that formerly caused 
one hostile to their interests to exclaim, 
* see how these Christians love one 
another,” while all the triumphs of in- 
fidelity, once too well founded on their 
dissentions, are hushed in silence.” 

“ The formation of Sunday school 
societies, when viewed in all its bear- 
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ings, cannot but be considered as a 
most important event, for these institu- 
tions crown the various charities which 


have lately sprung up around us: they | 


render all other means of instruction, 
whether from secular teachers or the 
pulpit, more highly useful; they carry 
children to the very fountain head, and 
initiate them through the only proper 
way into wisdom, by teaching them 
the fear of the Lord. 

“It is, perhaps, not saying . too 
much in their behalf to assert, that if 
there is a society on earth upon which 
the Great Head of the Church looks 
with peculiar pleasure, it is that which 
brings young children to him; that if 
there is an institution on which the Se- 
raphim may look down with more than 
common delight, it is that composed 
entirely of those whose angels are con- 
tinually beholding the face of their Fa- 
ther who is in heaven; that if there is 
one thing in which we excell our pre- 
decessors, and by which we render 
posterity our debtors, it is the care we 
are taking that the generation which is 
to act when we are gathered to our fa- 
thers, shall be holy and enlightened. 

“¢ Permit me then, while I congratu- 
late you on this ren2wed opportunity 
of meeting for the purpose of taking 
sweet counsel together, to encourage 
those who have already embarked in 
this labour of love,.to diligent perse- 
verance, and to entreat patronage from 
those who have not yet made it their 
object to facilitate your valuable de- 
sign.” 

* When children are deprived of 
their parents, or when they have those 
who feel no interest in their welfare, 
particularly if they are in humble life; 
the very circumstances in which they 
are placed forbid us to suppose that 
they will receive any religious instruc- 
tion at home, or be brought much into 
the temples of the living God. In their 
case the utility of such establishments 
as the present is too clear to require 
any argument. }ut supposing the 
youth to be under parental care, and 
that those who exercise this authority 
over them are well informed, and kind; 
supposing that they are placed above 
the reach of penury, and that much of 
their time is at their own disposal; 
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supposing that they regularly attend 
with their family circle the services of 
the sanctuary, and that they sit at the 
feet of some ambassador of Christ who 
is distinguished for his zeal, his intelli- 
gence, and his genuine piety—it still 
may fairly be maintained, that the use- 
fulness of this species of instruction is 
by no means problematical, even unto 
such. 

“ ‘Those parents who are gifted with 
learning and piety are by no means re- 
leased from the duty of training up 
their offspring in the way they should 
go, because an important auxiliary is 
afforded them. All their duties are 
still to be performed. They are still to 
bring their children to the footstool of 
Jehovah’s throne, and to teach them to 
pray to their Father who is in heaven; 
they are still to read and explain to 
them the word of life, and to lead them 
to * look through nature up to nature’s 
God.’ ” 

* All ofus, my brethren, have it in 
our power to assist, more or less, the 
maintenance of this powerful engine in 
the cause of learning and religion. Al- 
though primarily intended for the poor, 
and the youthful peor, all may benefit, or 
be benefitted by it. Those whoare bless- 
ed with children, although they may be 
intelligent and wealthy, should encou- 
rage them to attend, to set a good ex- 
ampie to the poor, and to cheer those 
active and meritorious bretkgen who 
have here devoted themselves to God, 
by their countenance and confidence. 

“Those whose minds are improved 
by due cultivation, and whose hearts 
have been touched by the Spirit of 
God, should share the delightful bur- 
den which they sce their companions 
bearing. 

“ Those who are ignorant, although 
they may have passed the spring-time 
of life, should come and seek assistance, 
trusting that the good seed here im- 
planted, even in a season somewhat ad- 
vanced, may, when watered by the 
dews, and warmed by the mild influ- 
ences of heaven, bring forth much fruit 
to immortal life. 

“Those who have aught to give, 
should here come forward and confer 
the aid of generous contributions ; for, 
although instruction is gratuitously con- 
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ferred, there are many expenses incur- 
red for a variety of useful purposes con- 
nected with the schools, which, unless 
defrayed by those who are gifted with 
this talent, necessarily impede their 
successful progress. 

“ Permit me, in conclusion, my bre- 
thren, to address a few words to those 
who, under this society, are conferring, 
and then to those who are receiving its 
salutary lessons. Those of you who 
are engaged in the communication of 
instruction, need not that I should im- 
press on you the responsibility of your 
task; you need not that I should re- 
mind you, that you owe much of your 
study, much of your prayerful inter- 
cession to those young children who 
are brought to you, like Samuel to Eli 
of old, and whom you are to direct, as 
he did his young disciple, to say to the 
Lord, Speak, for thy servant heareth ; 
for you are undoubtedly led to the 
course you are pursuing by a sense of 
sacred duty. 

* Tn the world, and by the worldly, 
such instructors ave sought as possess 
splendid talents and extensive acquire- 
mepts, although they may be destitute 
of all holiness, and of all sense of ac- 
countability to their God: but itis not 
so in the church. 


“ Non tali auxilio, nec defensoribus istis, 
* Troja eget.” 


“ Although talent and learning are 
seen and welcomed among you, you 
are chiefly expected to seek that wis- 
dom which is from above, and commu- 
nicate it to the children of your care, 
to make them pure, peaceable, gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of merry and 
good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy. You are to teach 
them that there is a wisdom of this 
world which is foolishness with God. 
The church cannot be too grateful to 
you for what you have done, and are 
doing; go on cheerfully in your valua- 
ble career. Should you be permitted 
to spend many days on earth, you may 
see some of these interesting youth fill- 
ing those stations of usefulness and re- 
spectability here, for which they were 
prepared, by initiation, through your 
instrumentality, into knowledge and 
religion: and, in the world beyond the 
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grave, may hear some, who are com- 
manded to take their stations among 
the highest hosts of cherubim and sera- 
phim, claiming you as, under Christ, 
the winners of their souls.” 

“My voung brethren, who are here 
receiving instruction, permit me to say 
a few words to you, which, although 
you may have often already heard, you 
may advantageously often hear again. 
You are now enjoying advantages which 
cannot be too highly prized: placed, 
as you are, inacommunity, where me- 
rit is almost sure of its earthly reward, 
there is no station of usefulness and 
dignity to which good instructions well 
improved will not conduct you. But 
should it be your lot to pass unnoticed 
and unknown through this life, you 
here may gain those principles, and 
that information, which will conduct 
you, through divine grace, to immortal 
glory hereafter. 

“Cherish a sense of affection and gra- 
titude for those who, prompted by love 
for your souls, are now affording you 
the privileges you enjoy, and reward 
them as far as youcan by your dili- 
gence and fidelity. 

“The blessings you are receiving 
are not necessarily confined to your- 
selves. Should you be under parents 
who have no fear of God before their 
eyes, and whose hearts are not right in 
his sight, many opportunities may oc- 
cur in which you can render them most 
important service. While you exhibit 
towards them all the reverence which 
their relationship and the command of 
your God require; there are times 
when you may successfully indulge in 
meek remonstrances with them, on the 
error of their sentiments, and the laxity 
of their morals. Remember, that al- 
though days should speak, and multi- 
tudes of years should teach wisdom, 
there is a spirit in man, and that the 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth him 
understanding; that great men are not 
always wise, neither do the aged al- 
ways understand knowledge; that the 
young, who have the Spirit of God, 
may, many a time, callon the old, who 
have not, to hearken while they show 
their opinion. 

“Above all, be frequent in you 
prayers, and let all your benefactors, 
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but especially your parents, be borne 
in them by you to your God. Who 
can say but they may have cause to 
thank the Almighty through eternity, 
that you here were enabled to receive 
instructions they could not, and would 
not giver” 

For the Christian Journal. 

REVIEW OF KRUITZNER. 

Lorp Byron, besides founding a tra- 
gedy on this tale, has given it a new 
circulation in the reading world. He 
states that it made a deep impression 
on him at the age of fourteen, and 
contains the germ of much that he has 
written. To this it must be added, we 
fear, that it has furnished, or at least 
developed, many of the dark traits sup- 
posed to exist in his own character. 
Atall events, be the actual Lord Byron 
what he may, Kruitzner, as far as he 
goes, is a resemblance to the ideal Lord 
Byron of the public. And it is much to 
be feared that the same tale, read in 
this connexion, may produce in others 
the bad effect it doubtless produced in 
him. If so, it is to be lamented that 
new editions of the work are now print- 
ing, and a public eagerness awakened, 
which must produce an extensive cir- 
culation of its mistaken and even mis- 
chievous contents. 

Kruitzner is a tale founded on both 
mistaken and mischievuus principles. 
Its moral is indeed good. But it belongs 
to that class of works, which open and 
develope certain bad feelings naturally 
latent within us, which ought never to 
see the light; or rather, which ought 
never to be seen in a merely critical 
light. Every man has some fault or 
latent sin, which he can keep under by 
moral and religious principles; but 
which, if he learn to regard it with a 
merely scientific er curious eye, may 
become too familiar to him, and lose 
gradually its repulsive aspect. Evil in 
such a case becomes rather a pheno- 
menon for investigation, or perhaps 
merely to be gazed upon, and that till 
we become familiar with it, than a vio- 
lence done to the moral instinct. The 
chemist and anatomist subdue many 
feelings of disgust in the practical de- 
partment of those sciences ; and it is to 
be feared that inward disgusts of more 
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vital importance will insensibly be 
weakened by becoming conversant with 
the phenomena and operation of frail 
or wicked propensities. Passions and 
sentiments of which one might for ever 
have been almost unconscious, will be 
penetrated to, and exposed, and roused, 
by the merely curious and unsanctified 
knowledge of itself which the heart thus 
acquires. The very brooding of the 
mind will quicken a germ within it, 
which otherwise would have perished. 
How far such brooding and wrong study 
may have injured Lord Byron, is for 
himself to judge. They certainly will 
injure others. , 

There are many novels chargeable 
with this bad tendency; or, at least, 
there were many such, the contempora- 
ries of Kruitzner. And this latter, as if 
to mark its affinity, is a German tale, 
though written in English. The hero 
is the son of a Bohemian count; a vo- 
luptuary; full of self in all its forms; 
self-love, and self-will, and self-conceit. 
He disgraces himself in public stations; 
and then, without waiting for re- 
proaches, abandons his father and his 
home. After rioting for a period in 
the wealth he carred off, he begins to 
fear its too great diminution; at length, 
under an assumed name, he marries an 
amiable woman in humble life; some 
years afterwards, he is encouraged by 
his father to expect a reconciliation ; 
but on his way home, travelling with- 
out his wife and son, he gives himself 
up for three months to the “ vices which 
had already made a wreck of his ho- 
nour and his peace ;” he is again dis- 
carded, when his father is informed of 
his misdvings, but is permitted to send 
his son to be brought up as the heir of 
the old count. Many years afterwards, 
his supplies failing, and hearing of his 
father’s death, and of the danger of the 
interference of a collateral relative to 
obtain the estates, he undertakes to re- 
turn to them, with his wife and another 
child ; they are detained by sickness on 
the road ; are beset by the emissaries of 
his rival relation; under very tempting 
circumstances of both need and secrecy 
he commits a theft; the next day he is 
unexpectedly joined by his long absent 
son, who mentions the robbery with 
the due proportion of severe words, as 
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“ villain” and ‘ ruffian.” These ap- 
pellations sting the father, and he de- 
clares himself to be that ruffian; the 
son and the father agree to cast the 
blame on a suspicious stranger then 
with them; on the same individual is 
laid the charge of the murder of the 
obnoxious relative which occurs the 
night following. Kruitzner, with his 
wite and youngest child, escapes, ar- 
rives at his paternal domains, and is 
acknowledged ; the elder son soon joins 
them, and is gradually discovered by 
the father to be as bad as himself. At 
length the stranger formerly accused 
unexpectedly appears, and assures the 
father, in the presence of his son, that 
that son was the murderer of the rela- 
tive before mentioned; the son ac- 
knowledges the crime with the most 
abandoned unconcern, flies and joins 
(or rather rejoins) a band of robbers, 
and is slain in an attack on them. The 
father, never happy, becomes com- 
pletely broken-hearted, and dies. Such 
are the outlines of the tale. It shows 
that a bad man may be punished in his 
fortune, in his children, and in his 
thoughts; the book will scarcely allow 
us to add, in his conscience. And this 
unquestionably, as far as it goes, isa 
good moral. But the interest of the 
reader is continually solicited or allured 
in behalf of this Kruitzner. He is ac- 
cordingly introduced sick, distressed, 
and beset by spies; every way inviting 
pity. We are told indeed that he had 
* pride rather than dignity,” and that 
* the love of pleasure (voluptuous dis- 
sipation) was the great spring of his 
soul ;” and we see him, under a feigned 
name, communicating his disgrace to 
the honest family into which he marri- 
ed; but we are also informed, that “he 
was not a villain ;” his robbery is term- 
ed an “ indiscretion ;” and, “ though the 
slave of passion, he was not delibe- 
rately capable of those actions it seem- 
edto prompt.” Kruitzner also is made 
to appear to advantage as compared 
with his son, whose character is an une 
finished sketch of a most finished vil- 
lain. These features of the book are 
sufficient to destroy all the beneficial 
effects of the moral connected with the 
story. 

But the more important objection is 
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passage, in which it is declared, that of the virtues and affections!” The ” 

11 particular circumstances might “ren- opinion of Job was, that after worms ~~ 
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theory of his baseness is, “ it had ne- 
ver made a part of his character to 
contend with any passion:” how piti- 
ful, in a moral view, is such a remark 


bleman. Under all the circumstances, 
it seems proper to expose its contents 
in their true light, lest other minds 
should unwarily find in it the same dan- 
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selves Christians may be led into the 
way of truth, and hold the faith in 
unity of Spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life.” This pe- 
tition is a comprehensive and admira- 
ble one. Jt shows us what is meant by 
the term “ church universal,” the body 
of Christ :; and contains a brief yet full 
supplication for what is necessary to the 
true interests of our Saviour’s kingdom 
on earth. 

It seems, on referring to the English 
Prayer Book, the term “ Catholic” oc- 
curs in those petitions, where we use 
the word “ universal.” ‘The words are 
of the same import. But, unfortunate- 
ly, in our country, and even among 
churchmen, the term “ Catholic” is al- 
most exclusively applied to members 
of the Romish communion. We speak 
of the church of Rome as “the Ca- 
tholic Church.” Did we refleet fora 
moment, we could hardly fail to notice 
the impropriety of this exclusive ap- 
plication of the term. Our charch is 
as strictly Catholic, or universal, as the 
Greek church, or the church of Rome ; 
perhaps more so :—at least, we think 
so;—for we hold ourselves to be the 
true church, purged from the errors of 
Popery, and equally as far removed 
from the laxity and false discipline of 
sectaries. In the words of the 19th 
article, we conceive our’s to be “ the 
visible church of Christ,” that “ Con- 
gregation of faithful men, in the which 
the pure Word of God is preached, 
and the sacraments be duly adminis- 
tered according to Christ’s ordinance, 
in all those things that of necessity are: 
requisite to the same.” The same ar- 
ticle gives us the true ground of our be- 
ing more Catholic—more truly the uni- 
versal church—than the church of 
Rome. What says it?—It speaks of 
our purgation from their errors :—-“ As 
the church of Hierusalem, Alexandria, 
and Antioch, have erred; so also the 
church of Rome hath erred, not only 
in their living and manner of cere- 
monies, but also in matters of faith: 
and it is our church that has discarded 
their errors in all these particulars, 

The first thing to be done, in regard 
to the church, is to settle our faith as to 
the prominent points of religion, and 
thence draw our notions of a true 


On the word Catholic. 239 


church: and, not like the Romanists, 
begin with the notion of a church, and 
thence go to the doctrine.* If the for- 
mer be done, there can be little doubt 
as to the result. We shall no longer be 
censured for saying that we tread in the 
steps of the apostles and prophets—for 
saying that our’s is indeed a truly Ca- 
tholic and apostolic church. Such it 
will be found to be in every essential 
requisite, by bim who candidly and 
without A OR examines the sub- 
ject. But this, it may be said, is as- 
sertion without proof: nevertheless, 
it may be shown to be an opinion 
drawn from frequent observation, and 
confirmed by long experience. 

Are we not then Catholic in the 
truest and fullest sense of the word? 
“ When I say, I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Chureh,” says Bishop Pear- 
son, “I mean that there is a church 
which is holy, and which is Catholic; 
and I understand that church alone 
which is both Catholic and holy.”*+ To 


‘whom then will this apply? to the 


church of Rome? Is it both Catholic 
and holy ? Who will pretend to justify 
its corruptions of primitive Christiani- 
ty? And if itis not holy, who will 
presume to say it can, in the fullest 
sense, be Catholic? “ All churches 
which retain the Catholic faith, are 
Catholic churches.” Those churches 
must be Catholic which are derived 
immediately from the apostolic times, 
and are distinguished by apostolic faith, 
ministry, and ordinances. “ When the 
church is taken for the persons making 
profession of the Christian faith, the 
Catholic is added in opposition to he- 
reticks and schismaticks, expressing a 
particular church continuing in the true 
faith, with the rest of the church of God, 
as the Catholic church in Smyrna, the 
Catholic church in England,” &c.f 
From the above remarks, it seems 
that our churchis properly “ the Catho- 
lic ;”§ for it professes “ all those things 
that of necessity are requisite to the 
same.” Churchmen ought therefore to 





* See Burnett on the 39 urticles—art. 19. 

¢ Exposition of the Creed, p. 535, folio. 

+ Ibid. p. 347. 

§ Catholic—its etymology is this:—Kaba, 
sicut; and Gace, universus, totus: according 
to the whole, i. ¢. according to the whole, e 
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be careful, when they speak of other 
Christians, to make the just distinction 
between what is Catholic, and what is 
not so. We may call the church of 
England Catholic; we may call the 
Syrian church Catholic. But, if what 
is above said he true, we can hardly 
apply the term to the church of Rome: 
—much less to any of those sectaries, 
which have split themselves off from 
what we think is the true Catholic 
body of Christians, “ the visible church 
of Christ.” 

These may be somewhat old-fashion- 
ed notions: and it is well known, they 
do not accord with the sentiments of 
many who are esteemed excellent men 
in the world, and exemplary Chris- 
tians. Still a firm persuasion of their 
truth leads some to believe in them,and 
to hold them. If they be impartially 
examined, they will be found not with- 
out some foundation; and, we think, a 
very solid one. 

On this subject one remark more, and 
we have done. ‘That remark shall be 
in the words of Bishop Magee, the au- 
thor of the celebrated work on * Atone- 
ment and Sacrifice.” “It is always 
to be remembered,” says he, “ that 
the RE} ORME RS in ‘England pro- 
tested not against the CATHOL IC 
CHURCH, but against POPERY, i 
behalf of that church. Their object 
was to preserve*the purity of the an- 
cient and true Catholic church against 
the novelties and corruptions forced 
upon it by Popery. And, therefore, 
although our Common Prayer Book 
abounds with what is Catholic, it is not 
disfigured by a single particle of what 
is Popish. The English Catholic 
church (the true designation of the 
church of England ) need not desire to 
be exhibited in a stronger contrast to 
the church of Rome, than by compar- 
ing its Prayer Book with the Missal.’’* 

Ww hat, then, is our church in these 
United States? Is it not the truly Ca- 





universal church—according to their faith and 
practice. 

* A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 
Diocess of Raphoe, &Xc. on Wednesday, 17th 
ot October, 1821. By William Magee, D. D. 
FP. R.S. M_R.1. A, &e. Bishop of Raphoe. 2d 
edition. Note, p. 51. London, 1823. The 
whole of the note on this subject is well worth 


ading 


tholic and Apostolic church, whatever 
others may say to the contrary? If it 
be so, let those, who belong to its com- 
munion, remember the Catholic Spirit 
they profess ; and let them bring it inte 
operation in every action of their lives. 


J. 








—_——— 


Constitution of the Theological Soctety 
of the General Seminary, adopted 
at New-Haven, on Monday, the 30th 
of Sentember, 1820, and revised at 
New-York, on Monday, the 23d of 


December, 1822. 


Article 1. Tuts society shall be de- 
nominated The Theological Society of 
the General Theological Seminary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States. 

Art. 2. The object of this society 
shall vt as determined by the Statutes, 
(chap. x.) viz. “ for the purpose of dis- 
cussing questions, delivering theses or 
sermons, declamation, and exercises in 
reading, and for other objects connect- 
ed with literary and theological 
provement; and particularly for such 
religious exercises as are calculated to 
excite and cherish evangelical affection 
and pious habits.” 

Art. 3. This society shall be com- 
posed of the students of the above- 
mentioned seminary. 

Art. 4. One half of the members 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. 5. One of the professors shall 
preside at each meeting of the society, 
agreeably to such arrangements as may 
be made by the faculty. 

Art. 6. At the first regular meeting 
of the society in each session, there 
shall be chosen, by ballot, a vice-pre- 
sident and secretary, who shall enter 
upon the duties of their offices at the 
next regular meeting after their elec- 
tion: and the society shall have power 
to supply any vacancies in these offices 
at any regular meeting. 

Art.7. The vice-president shall pre- 
side at all meetings of the society in the 
absence of the professors. And, if the 
vice-president also be absent, the so- 
ciety shall elect a chairman. 

Art. 8. The presiding officer shall 
take the question on all motions, ap- 
point all committees, determine al! 
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questions of order; and, if he think 
proper, may give his opinion on all 
subjects of debate immediately after 
their discussion. 

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the se- 
cretary to record all the proceedings of 
the society, keep all its books and pa- 
pers, and act also as treasurer. 

Art. 10. The society shall meet as 
provided for by the Statutes (chap. x.) 
weekly, on Saturday, or on such other 
day as may be appointed by the by- 
laws. 

Art.11. Every meeting of the socie- 
ty shall be opened and closed with of- 


fices of devotion, appointed by the fa- ° 


culty. 

Art. 12. The second regular meet- 
ing in each year, and every second sub- 
sequent meeting, shall be appropriated 
to such religious exercises as are calcu- 
lated to excite and cherish evangelical 
affections and pious habits. For this 
purpose, after appropriate devotions 
prescribed by the faculty, a member 
shall read a dissertation on some reli- 
gious topic of a practical nature ; on the 
subject of which the members shall be 
invited to make remarks, with a view 
to their advancement in the graces and 
virtues of the Christian life, and in the 
dispositions and habits required by the 
holy calling for which they are prepar- 
ing. And the other mectings shall be 
appropriated to declamation, the read- 
ing of a thesis on some theological to- 
pic, and the discussion of some question 
in divinity. 

Art. 13. By-laws may be made at 
any meeting of the society, by a majo- 
rity of the votes of the members pre- 
sent; but the by-laws shall be submit- 
ted to the faculty at their next meeting, 
and, if disapproved of by them, shall 
be thenceforward repealed. 

Art. 14. Amendments to this con- 
stitution may be proposed either by the 
faculty, or by the society, and when 
adopted by either, shall be reported 
to the other; and, on being adopted 
by two-thirds of each, shall be con- 
sidered as a part of this constitu- 
tion. 

tc? The Ejitors of the Charcliman’s Maga- 
zine, the Gospei Advocate, and the Washington 
Th-ological Repertory, ave requested to give 


the above constitution an insertion in their re- 
spective works. 
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Various Readings of the original Text 
of Scripture. 


[ From the British Critic. ] 


No points of doctrine or faith are 
implicated in this question of various 
readings. Now we think, that we may 
call the evidence of persons unexcep- 
tionable authority, when they are com- 
petent witnesses in point of informa- 
tion, whilst their pursuits and attain- 
ments might have been expected to 
have given them prejudices, inclining 
them to assert the contrary of what 
they are found to do. Such authorities 
we can produce, in the persons of Dr. 
Bentley and the present Bishop of Pe- 
terborough. ‘The first attended to ver- 
bal criticism in every department of 
ancient literature, with a degree of suc- 
cess which has perhaps never been ex- 
ceeded; and the latter needs no com- 
pliment from us to enhance his reputa- 
tion, as thoroughly versed in biblical 
criticism. An ordinary theologian, 
searching, for the first time, for their 
opinions as to the importance of criti- 
cal researches, would naturally fear, 
that they miglit be found ascribing too 
much importance to the results which 
might be attained by success in their 
own favourite pursuit. 

But they have both declared, in the 
most decided terms, that whatever texts 
may still continue to be of doubtful au- 
thority, leave no point of importance 
insecure. 

“ The text of scripture,” says Bent- 
ley, “ is competently exact indeed, even 
in the worst MS. now extant. Nor is 
one article of faith or moral precept 
either perverted or lost in them; choose 
as awkwardly as you can, choose the 
worst by design, out of the whole lump 
of readings. Make your thirty thou- 
sand as many more, if numbers of co- 
pies can ever reach that sum; all the 
better to a knowihg and serious reader, 
who is thereby more’ richly furnished 
to select what he sees genuine. But even 
put them into the hands of a knave or 
a fool; and yet with the most sinistrous 
and absurd choice, he shall not extin- 
cuish the light of any one chapter; nor 
so disguise Christianity, but that every 
feature of it will still be the same,” 
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To the same purport Dr. Marsh has 
observed, that 

“ To the theologian who undertakes 
to establish the authority of the Greek 
Testament, it is of consequence to as- 
certain its very words, its very sylla- 
bles. But, for the common purposes of 
religious instruction, the text in daily 
use is amply sufficient. For, whatever 
difference in other respects may exist 
between this text and the Greek manu- 
scripts, or whatever difference may ex- 
ist among the manuscripts themselves, 
they will agree in the important articles 
vf Christian faith; they all declare, 
with one accord, the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and the doctrine of the atone- 
ment by Jesus Christ.” 

We should have spared our remarks 
on this topic, important as it is, if Dr. 
Bentley’s admirable tract was known 
and read, any thing like so extensively 
as it ought to be. But though the let- 
ters under the name of Phileleutheras 
Lipsiensis have beea very judiciously 
reprinted by the University of Oxtord, 
in the Enchiridion Theologicum, we 
had lately occasion to ascertain, that 
their merit was unknown, or over-look- 
ed to a degree which surprised us ex- 
ceedingly. What we have said has 
been almost entirely korrowed from his 
nervous and lucid Answer to Collin’s 
discourse of free-thinking. We shall 
add ene direct quotation more, as a 
proper close to the subject. 

He says it has been objected, 

« Phat sacred books, at least books 
imposed upon the world as divine laws 
and revelations, should have been ex- 
empted from the injuries of time, and 
secured from the least change. But 
what need of that perpetual miracle, if 
with all the present changes the whole 
scripture is perfect and sufficient to all 
the great ends and purposes of its first 
writing? What ascheme would these 
men make? What worthy rules would 
they prescribe to Pfovidence? that in 
riillions of copies trans: ribed in so many 
ages and nations,-all the notaries and 
writers, who made it their trade and live- 
lihood, should be infallible and unim- 
peachable? ‘That their pens should 
spontaneously write true, or be superna- 
turally guided; though the scribes were 
nodding or dreaming? Would not this 
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exceed ali the miracles of both Old and 
New Testament? And, pray to what 
great use or design? To give satisfac- 
tion to a few obstinate and untractable 
wretches; to those who are not con- 
vinced by Moses and the Prophets, but 
want one from the dead to come and 
convert them. Such men mistake +he 
methods of Providence, and the very 
fundamentals of religion; which draws 
its votaries by the cords of a man, by 
rational, ingenuous, and moral motives ; 
not by conviction mathematical; not 
by new evidence miraculous, to silence 
every doubt and whim that unpiety and 
folly can suggest. And yet all this 
would have no effect upon such spirits 
and dispositions; if they now believe 
not Christ and his Apostles, neither 
would they believe if their own schemes 
were complied with.” Bentley’s Re- 
marks upon a late Discourse of Free- 
thinking. P.1. § 32. 





—-- 
For the Christian Journa?. 


On the Rubric respecting the occasional 
Prayers and Thanksgivings in ihe 
Common Prayer Book. 


As this rubric stands in the Book of 
Common Prayer of our Church in this 
country, a considerable difficulty exists 
in ascertaining which are intended by 
the two final prayers, before which the 
oceasional prayers and thanksgivings 
are to be used. Hence a difference of 
opinion prevails on the subject, and, ef 
course, a diversity of practice. Those 
clergymen who were in orders previ- 
ously to the adoption of the American 
Prayer Book, well know, that, in the 
Prayer Book of the English Church, 
which they then used, the teo final 
prayers were always understood fo be 
the Prayer of St. Chrysostom, and the 
Apostolic Blessing: and accordingly 
the occasional prayers and thanksgiv- 
ings were invariably used immediately 
betore them. Some of these, adhering 
strictly to the rubric, as it stands in the 
American book, continue to use them, 
as formerly, immediately before these 
two prayers. A greater number, per- 
ceiving the incongruity of occurring 


again to prayer, after having pronounc- _ 


ed the General Thanksgiving, which, 
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August, 1823.] Ox the Rubric respecting the occasional Prayers. 


in the Church of England, always suc- 
ceeds all prayers, except the Prayer of 
St. Chrysostom, and the Apostolic 
Blessing ; have ventured to intreduce 
the occasional prayers before the Gene- 
ral Thanksgiving, and the occasional 
thanksgivings after it. This, so far as 
it respects the occasional prayers, is 
also the practice of many who have 
been admitted to orders since the Ame- 
rican book was introduced; but, that 
they may be considered as adhering to 
the rubric, they contend, that by the 
two final prayers mentioned iv it, must 
have been intended theGeneral Thanks- 
giving and the Prayer of St. Chrysos- 
toni; and to support this, they aflirm, 
that the Apostolic Blessing is not a 
prayer. In addition to this error, in 
this respect—for a blessing is an appii- 
cation to the Deity for some favour, 
either for ourselves or others, and ef 
course is of the nature of prayer—they 
are obliged, in order to be consistent, 
to use the occasional thanksgivings be- 
fore the general one, which was certain- 
ly never intended, as it is a departure 
from the English practice, as will ap- 
pear in the sequel, and does not con- 
port with our ideas of propriety. 

The cause of this difficulty, in ur- 
derstanding the rubric, and of the un- 
fortunate diversity of practice which 
has grown out of it, may be traced to 
an evident oversight in that venerable 
General Convention to which hiad been 
committed the office of making such 
alterations and improvements in the 
Common Prayer Book of the Church 
of England, as would make it suitable 
for the American Church. 

In the course of their deliberations 
on the subject, it was doubtless thougist 
an improvement—and very justly so— 
to transpose from the occasional pray- 
ers and thanksgivings—where they still 
remain in the English Prayer Book— 
both the Prayer for all Conditions of 
Men, and the General Tianksgiving, 
into the morning and evening services 
of the book to be adopted for the 
Church in this country. In this act it 
does not seem to have occurred to them 
that an alteration of the rubric, relative 
to the particular places, in the morning 
and evening services, where the remain- 
der ef the occasional prayers and 


- meaning. 
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thanksgivings shoeld be used, was ne- 
cessary, At any rate, it was either 
overlooked or neglected; and therefore 
the rubric stands in our book—notwith- 
standing the transposition above stated, 
— precisely in the same words as it then 
stood, and still remains in the Common 
Prayer Book of the Church of England. 
Had it been altered in some way simi- 
lar to the following, no difficulty would 
have occurred in comprehending its 
Prayers, to be used before 
theGeneral Thanksgivingawd Thanks- 
givings, to be used after it. 

As it could net have been the inten- 
tion of that respectable body, in mak- 
ing the transposition referred to, to 
change the order in which the prayers 
were used, but merely to place she 
Prayer for all Conditions of Men, and 
the General Thanksgiving—which had 
from usage ceased to be eccasional, as 
they were uniformly read, in all cases 
ef public worship—into their proper 
stations, ia the morning and evening 
services: at all events, it could not have 
been their intention to leave in doubt 
what order was designed: it therefore 
ought to be understood, that no rubric 
on the subject at present exists, and, tiil 
one is formed by the proper authority, 
that we should continue, or, if it has 
been departed from, adopt, as a usage, 
the course which would have been uni- 
versally pursued, had no transposition 
of the prayer and thanksgiving above 
stated been made, and which is now 
practised by the Church of England. 
It is, that the occasional prayers be 
used, in the order in which they stand, 
immediately before theGeneral Thanks- 
giving; and, as the General Thanks- 
giving in the English book precedes the 
ether occasional thanksgivings, and is 
always read first, the occasional thanks- 


givings in our book should follow the . 


General Thanksgiving in regular suc- 
cession, as occasion may require. This 
is also the order which nature and pro- 
priety dictate. Observing this course, 
the clergy will restore the uniformity, 
in the case before us, which has so long 
unfortunately been interrupted, and ad- 
vance one step nearer to that perfect 
union in all things, which cannot but 
adorn and exalt the Church of which 
they are ministers. N.S. 
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944 Immolation at Howrah. 


From the Bengal Hurkaru, Oet. 23, 1822. 


IMMOLATION AT HOWRAT. 


To the Editor of the Journal. 
Sir, 

KNowince that you are a philanthro- 
pist, I beg leave to inform you that 
directly opposite to Fort William, and 
not above 100 yards to the southward 
of the late Mr. William Jones’s dwel- 
ling house at Seebpore, on Monday 
morning at gun-fire, a widow, the mo- 
ther of a large family, was put on a 
pile of combustibles, and burned to 
death, attended with circumstances of 
cruelty which I shall endeavour to de- 
scribe, partly as seen by myself and as 
I was informed by others. 

On Friday, the 1 {th instant, about 
noon, an old Brahmin died, and at the 
time of his death was possessed of con- 
siderable riches, and had two wives, 
one of whom was many years younger 
than the other, and by each of these 
wives he had a large family of children, 
boys and girls, now living. ‘The mo- 
ment this man expired, his eldest son, 
heir to all his property, posted off to 
Allypore, and applied to C. R. Bar- 
well, Esq. magistrate of the suburbs 
of Calcutta, fora license to burn his 
own mother and his step-mother with 
the body of his father; but it appears 
Mr. Barwell then granted license for 
one wife only, the eldest, to be burned. 
Confident, however, that by another 
application leave would be obtained to 
burn the other wife also, the pile was 
raised, and every preparation made to 
burn them both on the following day at 
noon; but at the hour of noon on Sa- 
turday no license from Mr. Barwell for 
the destruction of the youngest woman 
had arrived, and no license was grant- 
ed during the whole of that day. 

The ‘news of this rather novel cir- 
cumstance soon spread along Seebpore 
and Howrah, and thousands of people 
of all descriptions were assembled to 
learn the particulars, and many of them, 
und to me, the family and Brahmin 
friends voluntarily confessed, that both 
wives must be burned, or nerther of 
them could be burned, as the one for 
whom the license was obtained hud de- 
clared that she would not be burned 
alone. 


[No. 8. 


On Sunday circumstances remamed 
just the same as on Saturday, for Mr. 
Barwell was inflexible, and no license 
to burn the youngest wife could they 
obtain from him, notwithstanding they 
used every art, artifice, and invention, 
which the craft and cunning of a Brah- 
min could conceive. 

On Sunday, as on Saturday, crowds 
of people were in attendance from 
morning till night; and to all the Euro- 
peans who inquired, the declaration of 
the deceased’s family, and attending 
Brahmin, were the same, that the one 
wife could not be burned alone, she 
having dissented therefrom; and great 
hopes began now to be entertained by 
the humane, that Mr. Barwell’s firm- 
ness would save them both; but the 
poor creatures were all this time, from 
the moment their husband had breath- 
ed his last, on Friday at noon, kept 
locked up, and not allowed to taste a 
morsel of victuals of any description, 
and the hope which had been entertain- 
ed of their being saved from the flames, 
was greatly damped by the fear that 
both would be starved to death by their 
merciless keepers. 

On the following morning, Monday, 
the 14th inst. at gun-fire, notwithstand- 
ing the previous repeated acknowledg- 
ments and confessions of the attending 
Brahinin and the family and friends of 
the deceased, that they could not burn 
the one wife alone, at that selected pe- 
riod, when they tiought few eyes would 
be open to view their proceedings, the 
elder woman was dragged from her pri- 
son of starvation, made to mount the 
pile and clasn the putrid carcase of her 
so long deceased husband in her arms, 
the stench from which, at that time, 
was intolerable. Two thick ropes, pre- 
viously prepared, were then passed 
over the bodies, and two long levers of 
bamboo, crossing each other, were like- 
wise employed to pinion her down, the 
unconsumed four ends of which are 
still to be seen on the spot. 

All things being thus arranged, the 
eldest son, and heir, who was to suc- 
ceed to the property, set fire to the pile, 
which speedily burnt and consumed his 
own mother; and at this act it is said 
that he triumphantly exulted! 

The other poor woman being stil! 
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kept in confinement, and no nourish- 
ment supplied, is now seized with 
delirium, and in a few hours more will 
no doubt end her existence also, actu- 
ally starved to death. 
~ Who are they who can read this 
statement without being filled with hor- 
ror and disgust! And who are they 
who can with ease avert and prevent 
similar occurrences, who ought to he- 
sitate a moment! 
A Frienv To Homaniry. 

Calcutta, Oct. 16, 1822. 


—_—_—V— 
Religion of the Battas in Sumatra. 


Mr. Prince, the British resident at 
Natal, in this island, drew up, for the 
information, and at the request of the 
Hon. Sir T. S. Raffles, the following 


Account of the Religion of the Battas. 


The present religion of the Battas is 
a compound of the most ridiculous and 
barbarous superstitions, founded on 
human depravity. They do not, how- 
ever, worship images; but believe in 
the existence of certain deities, whose 
attributes bespeak the existence of a 
better race of people than the present. 
Their names and descriptions are as 
follow : 

“ Dee Battah assee assee,” the Cre- 
ator and Father of all;. who appointed 
three brothers—DBataragourou, Seeree 
Padah, and Mahalabhoolan—his va- 
keels, or agents, to instruct mankind. 

“ Bataragourou” is the God of Jus- 
tice, and is described literally under 
the following character—“ Fish in the 
wears, he will restore to their element: 
property forgotten, he will return: a 
measure filled to the brim, a just ba- 
lance, and upright judgment, are his.” 
These are the principles which Batara- 
gourou was appointed to instil into the 
minds of mankind; but the Battas ac- 
knowledge themselves strangers to their 


_ adoption. 


“ Seeree Padah” is the God of Mer- 
cy. “ He will repair the clothes that 
are torn—give meat to the hungry, and 
drink to the thirsty—heal the sick— 
relieve the oppressed—give advice to 
the weak, and shelter to the friendless.” 

“ Mahalabhoolan” soon quarrelled 
with his brothers, separated from them, 
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and set up the practice of tenets direct- 
ly opposite to theirs. Hence he is de- 
scribed as—“ The source of discord 
and contention—the instigator of ma- 
lice and revenge—the inciter of anger 
—the source of fraud, deceit, lying, 
hypocrisy, and murder.” 

Of these three brothers, you will not 
wonder that the last is most powerful, 
or that he has most adherents. The 
Battas acknowledge, that they apply to 
and beseech him, when they have fol- 
lowed any of those vices; and they also 
acknowledge that petitions are very 
rarely offered to the other deities. 

They name a filth, “ Naggahpado- 
nah”—the Atlas who is said to sup- 
port the world; which they describe to 
consist of seven folds beneath, and as 
many above. , 

A person named * Dattoo,” who is 
skilled in every sort of superstition, is 
the only resemblance of a priest among 
them: every village has one. 

The only ceremony practised of a 
religious nature, so far as I can hear, 
is the custom of invoking the shades of 
their ancestors. ‘This is done, at plea- 
sure; in prosperity or in adversity. The 
process of the ceremony is as follows; 

A wooden mask is made, intended 
to represent the features of the deceas- 
ed: this is worn by a clever fellow, whe 
is dressed in all the regalia of a Rajah; 
and he is worshipped as the living re- 
presentative of the departed object ot 
their regard. A feast is made in ho- 
nour of the dead, which lasts for three 
days. The performer exercises all the 
authority that his skill suggests; and 
mixes his sayings with prophecies, suit- 
ed to the wishes of the audience. 

The influence of the Dattoo over the 
deluded Battas is such, that they will 
engage in no undertaking, however trif- 


ling, without first censuiting him. He - 


expounds all their religious books; and, 
according to his interpretation, a day is 
chosen as propitious to their object, 
whether that be a suit, a journey, or 
war. 

Of the moral conduct of these pee- 
ple, it grieves me to say, that it ap- 
pears to be influenced by all the vile 
passions of an irregular and irritable 
constitution. ‘Trath is seldom regard- 
ed, when in the way of their interests 
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or feelings; and honesty is never found- 
ed on principle, but on the fear of de- 
tection. The general tenor of their 
lives has obliterated the recollection 
and practice of the laws of Seeree Pa- 
dah and Bataragourou; end they have 
no priesthood, no Rajah to recall them, 
or to reprove their obstinate adherence 
to the principles of Mahalabhoolan, 
who is certainly no other than the devil. 
Christian missionaries would find a 
good field for their labours among this 
people; for it is not ignoragce of what 
is Virtuous and good, but, as they them- 
selves acknowledge, natural depravity, 
that must be assigned as the principal 
eause of their present deplorable mo- 
rals. | Mission. Reg. 


ee ee 
From the Missionary Register. 


New Code of Laws fur the Georgian 
Islands. 


Tre remoddling of a state, hitherto 
heathen, oa Christian principles, under 
all the freshness and vigour of impres- 
sion from those principles being just 
received, is an object perfectly new in 
this latter age of the world. What has 
however taken place in this respect, in 
some of the smaller islands of the Pa- 
cific, is but the prelude, we trust, of 
what will ere long follow on a far larger 
scale in other heathen lands, 

The new code of Otaheitean laws 
was enacted by the late king and the 
chiefs, in concurrence with the people, 
and were immediately printed, and 
posted up in every district ; so that the 
people, having in gencral learnt to read, 
have become wel! acquainted with their 
civil and social duties. 

Introduction to the code. 

Pomare, by the grace of God, king 
of Tahiti, Moorea, and all surrounding 
lands, &c. &c. to all his faithful sub- 
jects, greeting, in the name of the true 
God. —God, in his great mercy, has 
sent his word among us. We have em- 
braced this word, that we may be saved. 
We desire to regard the command- 
ments which he has given us. In order 
therefore that our conduct may become 
like the conduct of those who love God, 
we make known unto you the follow- 
ing laws of Tahiti. 


Nineteen heads of the code. 


1. Of murder. 2. Of robbery. 3. Of 
depredations committed by swine. 4. 
Of stolen property. 5. Of lost property. 
6. Of buying and selling. 7. Of Sab- 
bath-breaking. 8. Of stirring up war. 
9. Of a man with two wives. 10. Of 
wives that were cast off before the re- 
ception of the Gospel. 11. Of adultery. 
i2 Of forsaking a wife or husband. 13. 
OF not providing food for the wife. 14. 
Gt marriage. 15. Of raising’ false re- 
ports. 16. Of the judges. 17. Of trying 
cases. 18. Of tie courts of justice. 19. 
Of the laws in general. 

Article 16 contains the names of the 
judges, 400 in number. Articles 18 and 
19 prescribe that courts of justice shall 
be erected all around Otaheite and Ei- 
meo—that they shall be used solely for 
the administration of justice—that a 
printed copy of the laws shall be posted 
on every such house of judgment—and 


that the chiefs in the several districts | 


shall support the execution thereof.— 
Murder is made punishable by death. 
Modifications in these laws will, of 
course, continually be found necessary, 
in order to adapt them to the new and 
untried state of society for which they 
are designed. ‘The intelligence of the 
missionaries will, doubtless, be applied 
to this object, as it has been already be- 
neficially empioyed in framing the code. 


Specimens of three laes. 


We subjoin these three specimens, 
that our readers may the more fully en- 
ter into the condition of this new and 
interestin community. 

Law on buying and selling. 

When a person buys any property, 
let him consider well before he gives 
his property in exchange for the pro- 
perty of another. If he exchanges pro- 
perty with another, and has taken the 
exchanged property away, and shortly 
after wishes to have his ewn returned, 
his wish shall not be granted, unless the 
other party isagreeable. If any damage 
be found on the property, which had not 
been discovered at the time of exchang- 
ing, it may be returned; but if the da- 
mage was known at the time of ex- 
changing, it shall not be returned. It 
@ person exchanges property for a per- 
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son whe is sick, the sick person shall be 


allowed to see the property received in 


exchange; and if he does not like it, it 
shall be returned. Persons must not 
undervalue nor cry down the property 
of others: it is very bad. The persons 
who are buying or selling, let they 
themselves buy and sell without the in- 
terference of those who have nothing at 
all to do with the matter. 


Law against Sabbath-breaking. 


It is a great sin in the eye of God to 
work on the Sabbath day. Let that 
which agrees with the word of God be 
done ; and that which does not, let that 
be left alone. No houses or canoes 
must be built, no land must be cultivat- 
ed, nor any work done, nor must per- 
sons go any long distance, on a Sabbath 
day. If they desire to hear a missionary 
preach, they may go, although it be a 
long distance ; but let not the excuse of 
going to hear the word of God be the 
cover for some other business: let not 
this be done: itis evil. Those who 
desire to hear missionaries preach on a 
Sabbath, let them come near at hand 
on the Saturday : that is good. Persons 
on the first offence shall be warned; but 
if they be obstinate and persist, they 
shall be compelled to de work for the 
king. The judges shall appoint tke 
work. 


Law against raising false reports. 


if a person raises a false report of 
another, as of murder or blasphemy, 
stealing, or of any thing bad, that per- 
son commits a great sin: the punish- 
ment of those who do so is this—he 
must make a path four miles long and 
four yards wide—he must clear all the 
grass, &c. away, and make it a good 
path. Ifa person raises a false report 
of another, but which may be less inju- 
rious than that of blasphemy, &c. he 
shall make a path of one or two miles 
in length, and four yards wide. If a 
false report be raised about some very 
trifling affair, no punishment shall be 
awarded. When the paths are made, 
the person who is the owner of the land 
where the ways are made, shall keep 
them in repair: let them be high in the 
middle, that the water, in wet weather, 
may run down on each side. Should 
the relations of the person who is re- 
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quired to make a path wish to assist 
him, they are at liberty todose. The 
chiefs of the land where the man is at 
work must provid@ him food: he must 
not be ill-treated: he must not be com- 
pelled to work, without ceasing, from 
morning till night ; but when he is tired, 
let him cease, and begin again next day; 
and when he has finished what he was 
appointed to do, he has fulfilled his 
punishment. ‘The judges shall make 
known to persons raising false reports 
the punishment which they shall un- 
dergo. 


The missionaries remark that the 
good effect of this law in particular, has 
been very apparent. 

—_—aE————— 


Ancient custom in Newnton, Wiltshire. 
(From the Christian Remembrancer.) 

Tue following description of a cus- 
tom observed on Trinity Sunday is 
taken from a small and very scarce vo- 
lume of miscellanies, printed at Lon- 
don, for Curll, 1714. Mr. Aubrey, 
who was collecting materials for a his- 
tory of North-Wiltshire, received the 
account from a correspondent, in a let- 
ter dated on the Feast of Ascension, 


1682. 
NEWNTON. 

This village affords a lovely pros- 
pect to the South, S. W. and S. E. 
On the South it is terminated by the 
blue hills of Hackpen, Cherhill, &c. 
Of that range between, with Malmes- 
bury Town, and the ruins of the Ab- 
bey, with Charlton-house, (the seat of 
the Earl of Berkshire,) and, till the 
late unhappy wars, with the woods of 
Charlton-park, and the Park of Hyams. 
At the upper end of this village was 
Sir Giles Estcourt’s house, Knight and 
Baronet, Lord of this Manor, flanked 
with a delicate grove of oaks, which 
he cut down and sold for £700. This 
village, long time ago, stood a little 
higher in the field, where they stili 
plough up foundations of houses: the 
tradition is, that it was burnt, and then 
built here, and hence it was called 
Newnton, guasi New Town. At the 
upper end of this town, at the old Ma- 
nor-house,* where the old pigeon-house 








* Inthe late wars this house was burnt down 
by the soldiers, and the fotlowing custom of 
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is, is a fine fountain of free-stone, from 
whence the water was brought in pipes 
of lead to Malmesbury Abbey: they 
oftentimes digged for the pipes, but 
now I think few are left. Some of 
these pipes have been digged up within 
these twenty years. This town was 
given to Malmesbury Abbey. The 
church here was anciently a chapel of 
ease to that Abbey, from whence it is 
distant above two miles. 


The Custom here on Trinity Sunday. 


King Athelstan having obtained a 
victory over the Danes by the assist- 
ance of the inhabitants of this place, 
riding to recreate himself, found a wo- 
man baiting of her cow upon the way 
ealled the Fosse, which runs through 
this parish, and is a famous Roman 
way that goes from Cornwall to Scot- 
land. This woman sate on a stool, 
with the cow fastened bya rope to the 
leg of the stool; the manner of it occa- 
sioned the king to ask why she did so? 
She answered the king, that they had 
no common belonging to the town. 
The queen being then in his company, 
by their consent it was granted, that the 
town should have so much ground in 
the common next adjoining, as the 
woman would ride round upon a bare 
ridged horse. She undertakes it; and 
for ascertaining the ground, the king 
appointed Sir Walter, a knight that 
waited on him, to follow the woman or 
go with her; which being done, and 
made known to the monks of Malmes- 
bury, they -(to show their liberality 
upon the extent of the king’s charity) 
gave a piece of ground, parcel of their 
inheritance, and adjoining to the church 
yard, to build a house for the hayward 
to live in, to look after the beasts that 
fed upon this common. And for to per- 
petuate the memory of it, appointed the 
following prayers to be said upon every 
Trinity Sunday in that house, with the 
ceremonies ensuing. And because a 
monk of that time, out of his devotion 





supping is yet discontinued, together with 
brewing that quantity of drink. The rest of 
the eeremonies are yet continued on the Tot, 
and on the old door of the house which yet 
remains, which they carry then thither: and 
a small quantity of drink, of six or eight gal- 
tons, is yet drank after the g!-irland is given, 
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gave a bell to be rung here at this 
house before prayers began, his name 
was inserted in the petitions for that gift. 


The ceremonies. 


The parishioners being come to the | 
door of the hayward’s house, the door | 
was struck thrice in honour of the hol 
Trinity; then they entered. The bell | 
was rung; after which, silence being 
ordered, they read the prayers afore- | 
said. Then was a ghirland of flowers,* 
made upon a hoop, brought forth by a | 
maid of the town upon her neck, and a | 
young man, a bachelor, of another pa- | 
rish, first saluted her three times in ho- | 
nour of the Trinity, in respect of God | 
the Father. Then she puts the ghirland 
upon his neck, and kisses him three 
times, in honour of the Trinity, parti- | 
cularly God the Son. Then he puts the 
ghirland on her neck again, and kisses | 
her three times, in respect of the holy | 
Trinity and particularly theHolyGhost. 
Then he takes the ghirland from her { 
neck, and by the custom must give her 
a penny at least, which, as fancy leads, 
is now exceeded, as 2s. 6d. or &c. 

The method of giving this ghirland 
is from house to house annually, till it 
comes round. . 

In the evening every commoner sends 
his supper up to this house, which is 
called the eale-house ; and having be- 
fore laidin there equally a stock of malt, 
which was brewed in the house, they 
sup together, and what was left was 
given to the poor.—Of which house 
there is an account in Somner’s Glossa- 
ry, at the end of the English Historians, 
printed at London, 1652. 


The form of prayer. 

** Peace, good men, peace, this is 
the house of charity, and the house of 
peace. Christ Jesus be with us this day 
and evermore. Aimen.. 

“ You shall pray for the good pros- 
perity of our sovereign lord king Henry 
VIII. and the royal issue, (of late days 
king Charles IT. queen Catherine, duke 
of York, and the rest of the royal pro- 
geny,) with all the nobility of this land, 
that Almighty God would give them 


such grace, wisdom, and discretion, that 





they may do all things to the glory of | 


_ * About the year 1660, one was killed striv 
ing to take away the ghirland. 
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God, the king’s honour, and the good 
of the kingdom.” 

This form was made by Mr. Richard 
Estcourt, in favour of the present go- 
vernment. 

“ You shall praise God that moved 
the hearts of king Athelstane and dame 
Maud, his good queen, to give this 
ground to our forefathers, and to us, 
and for all them that shall come after 
us, in fee for ever. 

* You shall pray to God for the soul 
of sir Walter the good black knight, 
that moved his heart to give to our 
forefathers and us this ground, both to 
tread and till, and to them that shall 
come after us, in fee for ever. 

“You shall pray to God for the soul 
of abbot Loringe, that moved his heart 
to give this ground to build this house 
upon to our forefathers, and to us, and 
to them that shall come after us, in fee 
for ever. 

You shall pray to God for the soul 
of don Almed the black monk, that 
moved his heart to give the bell to this 
house. 

“ For the souls of these benefactors, 
whom the Lord hath moved their hearts 
to bestow these benefits upon us, let us 
now and ever pray.” 

“ Pater noster,’” &c. 


| —____ -_____] 


From the Churchman’s Magazine, July, 1823. 


Address delivered by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Brownell, to the Convention of the Diocess 
of Connecticut, in St. Andrew’s Church, 
Meriden, on the 4th of June, 1823. 


My brethren of the clergy and of the laity, 


Tur good providence of God having 
brought us together for the purpose of 
consulting on such measures as may be 
calculated to promote the welfare of the 
church, it becomes my duty, pursuant to 
the provisions of the 45th canon of the 
General Convention, to lay before you a 
statement of the affairs of the dioéess, 
and of my official proceedings, since our 
last annual meeting. We have much rea- 
son to be thankful that the great Head of 
the church still continues to smile upon 
this portion of his vineyard. From such 
a survey of the diocess as I have been able 
to take, I am well assured that our com- 
munion continues to increase in numbers ; 
and in many places I see convincing evi- 
dences of increasing piety and zeal. Some 
of the weak parishes appear to be reviving, 
some new societies are forming, and an 
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increasing zeal is manifested in greater ex- 
ertions for the maintenance of the clergy, 
the erection of new churches, and the sup- 
port of missionaries. I shall not take up 
your time with a detailed journal of m 
proceedings during the last year, but sha 
condense my official acts in as brief asum- 
mary as practicable. 

I have administered the holy rite of 
confirmation in 25 parishes, as follows, 
viz. June 18, in Danbury, to 6 persons ; 
19, in Brookfield, to 22; 20, in New-Mil- 
ford, to 5; 21, in New-Preston, to 6; 22, 
in Kent, to 8; 23, in Sharon, to 7; 26, in 
Litchfield, to 43: Aug. 7, in Norwalk, to 
35; 18, in New-Haven, to12; 20, in Sims- 
bury, to 22; 21, in Granby, to 13; 22, in 
East-Windsor, to 9; 23, in Glastenbury, 
to 5; 24, in Hebron, to 10; 26, in Essex, 
(Saybrook,) to 15; 29, in Derby, to 29: 
Oct. 4, in Norwich, to 15; 15, in Branford, 
to 15; 29, in Oxford, (Quaker’s Farms,) to 
4; 30, in Woodbury, to 13; 30, in Rox- 
bury, to 12; 31, in Washington, to3; 31, 
in Watertown, to 8: Nov. 1,in Waterbury, 
to 9; Dec, 8, in Hamden, to 12; May 11, 
in Hartford, to 15.—Total 356. 

The following persons have during the 
year past, been admitted to the holy order 
of deacons; viz. Lemuel B. Hull, at Tri- 
nity church, New-Haven, August 4the- 
William Jarvis, at St. Paul’s church, Nor- 
walk, August 7—John M. Garfield, at 
Grace church, Hamden, August 1lih— 
And Ransom Warner, at Christ church, 
Middletown, Dec, 29th. The two former 
were, for two years, students in the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of our church. 
Besides these ordinations, the Rev. Seth 
B. Paddock, rector of the church in Nor- 
wich, has been admitted to priest’s orders. 
He was a student in the Theological Semi- 
nary during its continuance at New-Haven, 
The Rev. Lemuel B. Hull, and Rev. John 
M. Garfield have also this day, in your 
presence, been admitted to the holy order 
of priests. 

The following persons are at present 
candidates for holy orders in this diocess, 
viz. William Shelton, George Shelton, 
— Todd, Edward P. Ives, Enoch Hunt- 
ington, and Hector Humphreys. 

On the 16th of October last, the church 
in Northford was consecrated, with the 
prescribed rites and offices, by the name — 
of St. Andrew’s chyrch; and on the 30ih 
of the same month, ‘the church in Wood- 
bury was in like manher set apart from all 
unhallowed, profane, and common uses, 
and dedicated to the worship and service 
of Almighty God, by the name of St. Paul’s 
church. 

The new Lrick church in the parish of 
New Preston is now nearly finished and 
ready for consecration. The people of this 
parish have set a noble example of liber- 
ality and zeal, which seems to pervade the 
neighbour.ng parishes. In the contiguous 
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town of Salisbury a new brick church has 
been erected, nearly upon the model of the 
neat and commodious edifice in New Pres- 
ton. Subscriptions have been collected, 
and arrangements are in progress, for 
erecting similar edifices in the adjoining 
towns of Kent, and Canaan. These exer- 
tions, so honourable to the church, and so’ 
animating to the cause of piety, have been 
stimulated in no small degree by the zeal- 
ous labours of the Rev. Mr. Andrews. A 
new church is also expected to be erected 
in the village of Hebron, where the Rev. 
Mr. Jarvis has been successfully employed 
zince his ordination. 

The parishes of New Milford and Brook- 
feld, under the rectorship of the Rev. Mr. 
Benham, have with great liberality raised 
a fund, the interest of which ts nearly ad- 
eq'iite to the support of the rector. The 
parish of Middletown has lately come in 
possession of a fund to the amount of about 
12,000 dultars, by a pious bequest from 
the late Stephen Clay. Considerable addi- 
tions have also been made to the funds of 
some other parishes within the past year. 
—It has been urged that large parish 
funds have a tendency to produce negli- 
gence on the part of the minister, and in- 
difference on the part of the people. But 
however this muy be, it is at least desira- 
ble that every parish should have a per- 
manent income equal to at least a moiety 
of the rector’s salary, as a security against 
those fluctuations to which all parishes are 
liable ; while the interests of the congre- 
gation may be kept alive by the necessary 
provision for the remainder, and by those 
vecasional calls for the general objects of 
the church, which are not less fruitful in 
blessings to those who give, than to those 
who-receive. 

Among the changes which have taken 
place in the diocess since the last conven- 
tion, it becomes my painful duty to record 
the deaths of the Rev. Jolin Tyler, and the 

tev. David Botsford. The former full of 
years, and the last of the clergy in this 
diocess who received his orders in the pa- 
rent church: the latter cut off in the morn- 
ing of life, and the very commencement of 
his sacred functions. Both have gone to 
give an account of their stewardship, and 
the solemn dispensation admonishes us 
that we he also ready. 

The Rev. Jonathan Judd has removed 
from. Stumford, to the diocess of Maryland, 
and the Rev. Ambrose Todd has relinquish- 
ed the parishes of Danbury and Reading 
to supply his place. The Rev. Henry R. 
Jadah has been received in this diocese 
with letters dimissory from that of Mary- 
land, and officiates in the parishes of 
Bridgeport and Trumbull. The Rev. Ste- 
phen Beach, from Vermont, is employed as 
a missionary in the county of Litchfield, 
having produced canonical testimonials 
from the Bishop of the eastern diocess. 
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The Bev. Charles Smith hag resigned the 
parishes of Wilton and Ridgefield, and is 
at present employed in missionary servi- 
ces, and his place is supplied by the Rev. 
Origen P. Holcomb. The Rev. Beardsley 
Northrup has removed from the parish of 
Oxford, to that of Bridgewater; and the 
Kev. Mr. J. Buckley has accepted the 
charge of the parish in East-Windsor.— 
Of the persons recently ordained, the Rev. 
Lemucl B. Hull has been employed as a 
niissionary in the eastern part of the dio- 
cess, the Rev. William Jarvis has accepted 
the charge of the parishes of East-Haddam 
and Hebron, the Rev. Ransom Warner is 
officiating in the parishes of Simsbury and 
Granby, and the Rev. J. M. Garfield is use- 
fully occupied with the charge of an aca- 
demy in New-Haven, and oflficiates in the 
vacant parishes in his vicinity. The fol- 
lowing cures and parishes have recently 
become vacant, viz. the cure of Branford, 
Northford, and North-Haven, and that of 
Danbury and Reading; and the parishes of 
Oxford and Glastenbury. 

The Rev. Calvin White, having embraced 
sentiments of religion and of ecclesiastical 
government differing from those of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, has declared 
tu me (in writing) his renunciation of the 
ministry in the said church, and his.design 
not to officiate in future in any of the offi- 
ces thereof. Pursuant, therefore, to the 
provisions of the 7th canon, passed in Ge- 
neral Convention in the year 1820, it be- 
comes my duty to declare, that the said 
Calvin White is suspended from the exer- 
cise of any ministerial office in the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of the United States 
of America. Much of the pain which this 
act of discipline would otherwise have oc+ 
casioned, has been avoided by the spirit of 
accommodation manifested by the Rev. 
Mr. White, in placing his case under the 
canon above referred to, instead of leaving 
it to the operation of the 26th and 27th 
canons of the year 1808; thus making his 
suspension his own act. 

1 have attended the recent session of the 
General Convention in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and am happy to inform you that 
the business of the church was conducted 
with great harmony and unanimity. The 
consecration of the Rev. John S. Ravens- 
croft, to act as bishop in the diocess of 
North-Carolina, and the devising of mea- 
sures to give greater efficacy to the ope- 
rations of the theological seminary, and 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the church, were among the most 
important transactions of the convention. 
Considerable interest was manifested in 
regard to the education of our youth in 
the principles of the church; and a com- 
mittee was.appointed to inquire into the 
state of the several colleges in the union, 
in relation to this subject, and to report tu 
the next convention upon the nracticabi 
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lity of establishing a seminary or semina- 
ries under the patronage and direction of 
members of our church. 

The pastoral letter from the house of 
bishops, which will shortly be published 
and distributed, treats at large of the ge- 
neral theological seminary, and of the ge- 
neral missionary society. ‘there is there- 
fore the less need that I should dwell upon 
these subjects in the present address: but 
{ cannot lose the present opportunity with- 
out once more earnestly recommending to 
your notice and liberal patronage, the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge 
in this diocess. The objects embraced by 
this society are of paramount importance 
to the prosperity of this portion of the 
vineyard of our Lord. That of supporting 
missionaries in the destitute congrega- 
tions, and among the dispersed members 
of our church, was regarded so deeply in- 
teresting by the last convention, that it 
was determined to devote all the collec- 
tions of the past year to this single object. 
The appeal to the liberality ot the con- 
gregations was not made in vain; for the 
annual contributions have been more grene- 
ral, and have considerably exceeded in 
amount, those of any former year. ‘The 
station in which I am placed has given me 
<n opportunity of witnessing the beneficial 
results which these exertions have pro- 
duced: and I do trust that the present en- 
couraging prospects will not be suffered 
to decline by any diminution of liberality 
or zeal. In a recent circular letter to the 
parishes, I felt it my duty to declare, and 
on the present occasion I feel it to be no 
less so to repeat the declaration, that the 
situation of the diocess has never made a 
more urgent demand for missionary exer- 
tions, or presented a fairer prospect of 
their success. , 

The organization and support of Sunday 
schools is a measure which I have already 
repeatedly urged upon the parishes in this 
diocess, and I cannot help now reiterating 
the recommendation. The provisien which 
the church has made for bringing up her 
youth in “ the nurture «and admonition ‘of 
the Lord,” has commanded the admiration 
of every religious communion. She re- 
quires of every minister to attend to the 
religious instruction of all the children 
within his cure. On his entering upon the 
sacred office, she exacts of hima solemn 
pledge to be diligent in the duty of “ in- 
structing the youth in the cutechism;” 
and this duty is more fully enjoined and 
enforced in the first rubric after the cate- 
chism, and in the 22d canon. The corres- 
ponding obligations which rest upon pa- 
vents and guardians are no less fully en- 
joined. They are urged in general terms 
in the baptismal office, and will be found 
fully and explicitly enforced in the third 
rubric after the catechism. ‘Phe institu- 
tion of Sunday g¢hools is One of the most 
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efficacious modes which has-been adopted 


for carrying into effect these regulations 
of the church. The assistance which the 
Minister receives from the young people 
of his parish, is » great relief and encour- 
agement in his duty, and their pious la- 
bours are amply requited by the consola- 
tions of an approving conscience, and by 
the salutary effects which such labours are 
calculated to produce on thei own hearts 
and lives. From the embarrassment which 
had avisen from the want of suitable books, 
and asimple and uniform system of ov- 
ganization, the last convention appointed 
a committeegto devise and prepare a suit- 
able code of Sunday school instruction. 
But as no system has been reported by that 
committee, I have thought proper to give 
my approbation to a manual of religious 
instruction, called “ The young Church- 
man’s Guide,” prepared by the Rev. Harry 
Croswell. 

But it is almost in vain to endeavour to 
imbue the tender minds of our children 
with our own views of religious truth, it 
during their subsequent education they 
must be placed in situations where our 
peculiar sentiments are constantly treated 
as matters of indifference, or exhibited as 
positively erroneous. It is difficult for 
youth to withstand the influence of exam- 
ple, of authority, and of numbers; and 
without imputing any sectarian partiali- 
ties, or any proselyting zeal, to the in- 
structors of academies or colleges who 
dissent from our religious views, every 
person who knews any thing of the rela- 
tions subsisting between the instructor 
and the pupil, must be aware of the im- 
portant influence which the religious sen- 
timents of the fermer will be likely to pro- 
duce on the minds of the latter. There is 
moreover, a spurious liberality much in 
vogue at the present day, which, if it do 
not reach absolute latitudinarianism, pro- 
fesses to regard it as a matter of indiffer- 
ence, or at most of expediency, to what 
particular denomination of Christians any 
one belongs. But if this principle be ad- 
mitted, the obvious inference is, that it is 
most expedient to unite with that denomi- 
nation which is the most numerous, or the 
most popular. It is easy to see that the 
prevalence of such a principle would prove 
the ruin of our church, and lead to a genc- 
ral laxity of religious faith. We are epis- 
copalians, not from any slight preference, 
but as I trust from examination and con- 
viction, and from an’ imperious sense of 
duty. Our charity would accord the same 
grounds of preference to other denomina- 
tions ; and that golden rule which applics 
to so many of the relative duties, we wouk! 
tuke as the true rule of religious tolerg- 
tion— to do to others as we would lave 
them do to us ;” while we may reasonably 
require the same feligious privileges 
which we freely concede to others. With- 
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out setting up, therefore, for exclusive or- 
thodoxy, we may surely be allowed to take 
ali those measures for the education of our 
children in our own faith, which are adopt- 
ed by other religious denominations, and 
in relation to which we can have no cause 
of complaint. We should not, perhaps, be 
over-solicitous in imposing our own creed 
upon our children, but it is an evidence 
that we think lightly of our profession if 
we needlessly place them in situations 
where they will be likely either to become 
indifferent to our peculiar principles, or to 
acquire a positive bias against them. 

Under the influence of such considera- 
tions, the episcopalians of this state peti- 
tioned the general assembly, during its 
recent session, for the incorporation of a 
college, to be under the patronage and 
principal direction of members of our 
church. The application was received 
with great liberality; and a charter has 
been granted, on condition that thirty 
thousand dollars be raised by private con- 
tribution. An earnest appeal will now be 
made to the friends of the proposed insti- 
tution, and I confidently trust it will be 
met with that liberality which the import- 
ance of the object demands. 

The subjects which I have thus brought 
before the convention, may not at present 
require any special acts of legislation, but 
they are such as I have judged most in- 
teresting and important to the welfare of 
the diocess, and I hope they will receive 
your deliberate and careful consideration. 

Brethren, I have only to add my prayers 
for the divine blessing on our present la- 
bours: and may he who has “ built his 
church upon the foundation of the Apos- 
tles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the head corner stone, grant us to 
be joined together in unity of spirit by 
their doctrine, that we may be made an 
holy temple acceptable unto him, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Tuomag C. Buo wnt. 
Meriden, June 4th, 1823. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Psalm lv.17. Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he 
shall hear my voice. 

Job xxxviii. 7. When the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted 
Sor jay. 


When th’ all-powerful Word of Might 

Said, “ Let light be,” and all was light; 
When clouds and darkness fled away, 
And left all bright the new-born day ; 
TW’ angelic hosts, with loud acclaim, 
Shouted and praised their Maker’s name. 

The morning stars together sung, 

And concave heaven with praises rung. 


‘Then let us still, when gladsome light 
Gently dispels the shades of night, 


LNo. 8, 


When fresh from slumbers sound and sweet, 
The sun’s gay beams our glances meet; 
While tenants of the grove rejoice, 
And raise with joy their tuneful voice; 

Let thankful praise begin our day, 

For God’s protection let us pray. 


Ah! who that gladly sees the sun, 

Can tell but ere his course be run, 
His eyes may shut in gloomy death, 
And God reeall bis fleeting breath : 
Were we convinced that one short day 
Was all the time we had to pray, 

How would our sins like mountains rise, 

And grace be sought with suppliant cries. 


FATHER, to thee each opening day 
“a we devoutly, humbly pray 
or renovating grace : 

That here prepared to live or die, 
We meekly wait till eal?’d on high, 
To heaven thy dwelling place. 

M.A.W. 


For the Christian Journal. 
My Home is the Grave. 


Through affliction’s wide waste I have pen- 
sively stray’d, 
Through paths that were winding and drear; 
O’er me has the cypress oft thrown her dark 
shade, 
And my eyes made dim with a tear: 
But the tear it will soon my pale cheek no 
more lave, 
For my journey is short, and my home is the 
grave. 


Each morn, as I rise from the bosom of sleep, 
Ere I quit the soft couch of repose, 
For the days Pve mispetit I will silently weep, 
And try to forget all my woes: 
Life’s gay scenes of pleasure no more dol crave, 
For my journey is short, and my home is the 
grave. 


On faith’s soaring plumes I ascend the blest 
height, 
Where crowned with delight I survey 
That region of promise, those scenes of delight 
Which smile through perennial day : 
There the conflict of life I shall soon cease to 
brave, 
For my journey is short, and my home is the 
grave. 
When the angel of death to my view shall ap- 


pear, 
And my last hour is flitting away, 
I will say to the monarch of terrors, draw pear, 
Be kind, and release me from clay : 
On him will I call who is mighty to save, 
For my journey is short, and my home is the 
grave. ; LAURA. 


For the Christian Journal. 


To the Atheist. 


Search, atheist, search yourself, then if you ean 
‘Tell how exist the body and the soul; 

Search the great principle in nature’s plan, 
With that vast order, governing the whole. 


Enough to turn on heaven your wond’ring eyes, 
Awhile on that stupendous fabric gaze, 
Trace the mysterious order of the skies, 
And see what wonder there a God displays; 
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With measured steps the sun his courses steer, 
Now rolls his flaming ear through all its 
bounds; 
The planets in their usual hours appear, 
And move with steady pace their destined 
rounds. 


Great is that hand who throws the lightning’s 
blaze 
With such unerring skill directs its course, 
At whose command heaven’s loud artillery 
plays, 
And shakes the elements with raging force. 


Atheist, give up your philosophic bend ; 
Heaven too high, too vast a theme displays ; 
Revere that God you cannot prema res 
Then sink in silence, wonder, and amuze. 
LAURA. 


For the Christian Journal. 


SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 
Version of 1 Chronicles xxix. 10, &e. 


Bless’d be thou, the God of Israel, 
Thou, our Father, and our Lord! 
Bless’d thy majesty for ever! 
Ever be thy name adored ! 


Thine, O Lord, the pre and greatness, 
Glory, viet’ry, are thine own; | y 
Allis thine, in enrth and heaven; 

Over all thy boundless throne! — 


Riches come of thee, and honour; 
Power and might to thee belong ; ° 
Thine it is to muke us prosper; 
Only thine to make us strong ! 


Thou, our hearts and thoughts who searchest, 
What are we to claim thy love? 

Thou in uprightness hast pleasure ; 

W hat are we to look above ? 


Though our life is vain, a shadow, 
Though estranged from thee our hearts,— 
Joys we share with all thy people ; 
Purest joy thy grace imparts. 
Therefore, O our God, we thank thee, 
Father, Saviour, Spirit bless’d ! 

To thy Name, for ever glorious, 

Ever be our praise address’d. 
JEDUTHUN. 


Version of Lamentations iii. 22—26. 


’Tis of thy mercies, gracious Lord, 
Nor death nor harm our elcep assuail : 
We on thy faithfulness repose; 

Thy faithfulness will never fail. 


Thy goodness every morn is new ; 

New mercies rise with every sun,— 
The light of day, the light of grace, 
And strength our daily course to run. 


God is my portion, saith my soul, 
On him my hope shall rest secure ; 
‘Yo all that seek and wait for him 
The Lord is good, his favour sure. 


Through every day, in every care, 

Be mine to trust his holy word: 

Tis 1 to hope, and calmly wait 

For the salvation of the Lord. 
JEDUTHUN, 


Poetry.—Ordinations 253 


" Ordinations. 

On Wednesday the 4th of June,1828, 
in the Genk church at Meriden, 
during the session of the convention, 
the Rev. Lemuel B. Hull, and the Rev. 
John M. Garfield, were admitted to the 
holy order of priests, by the Right Rev. 
Thomas C. Brownell, D.D. Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of Connecticut. 


On Wednesday the 4thof June,1823, 
an ordination was held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Baltimore, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Kemp, when Henry H. Pfeiffer 
and G. B. Shaeffer, deacons, were ad- 
mitted to the holy order, of priests. 
Morning prayer was conducted by the 
Rey. Dr. Wyatt, and an address by the 
Bishop. The Right Rev. BishopBowen, 
of South-Carolina, was present on this 
Occasion, = 

On Thursday, June 5, 1823, at the 
sittings of the convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the state 
of Ohio, at Worthington, Mr. John M. 
Jones, of Beaver township, Guernsey 
county, was admitted to the holy order 
of deacons by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Chase. 

On Sunday the 8th of June, 1828, in 
St. Paul’s Church, Chillicothe, Ohio, 
the Rev. Philander Chase, jun. minister 
of St. James’s Church, Zanesville, was 
admitted to the holy order of priests 5 
and on Sunday the 29th of the séme 
month, in Christ Church, Cincinnati, 
Mr. James A. Fox, of Pinkneyville, 
Mississippi, was admitted to the holy 
order of deacons, by the Right Rev. 
Philander Chase, D. D. Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of Ohio. 


On Sunday the 8th of June, in St. 
Peter’s Church, Philadelphia, Mr. Hen- 


ry M. Mason was admitted to the holy - 


order of deacons, by the Right Rev. 
William White, D.D. Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
state of Pennsylvania. 


At an ordination held in Richmond, 
Virginia, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Moore, on the 15th of June, 1823, Syl- 
vester Nash and Silas B. Freeman were 
admitted to the holy order of deacons ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Prestman to the holy 
order of priests. 
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Consecration and Ordination. 

On Saturday the 14th of June, 1823, 
St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania, was consecrated to the 
worship of Almighty God, by the Right 


Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop of 


the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
diocess of Pennsylvania, assisted by the 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, the Rev.Charles 
Dupuy, and the Rev.Samuel Sitgreaves, 
the rector of the church. Morning 
prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Kem- 
per, and the consecration sermon deli- 
vered by the venerable bishop. —At the 
same time was performed the ancient 
and interesting rite of confirmation to 
forty-one persons. 

On the ensuing Sunday morning the 
Rev. Samuel Sitgreaves was ordained 
by the bishop to the holy order of the 
priesthood. Morning prayer was read 
by the Rey. Mr.Dupuy,and the ordjna- 
tion sermon delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Kemper. Immediately afterwards the 
communion was administered to forty- 
three persons. 

‘Lhe church at both periods was 
crowded by numerous and attentive au- 
diences, assembled from all parts of the 
surrounding eountry; many had even 
attended from a distance of 70 miles. 
We trust that the blessing of Almighty 
God will accompany these ministra- 
tions, and for ever rest upon the beau- 
tiful edifice dedicated to his sacred 
worsbip.—Susquehanna Democrat. 

a 
Theological Commencement. 

On Tuesday, July 22d, 1823, the 
annual meeting of the Truste es of the 
General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, was held in this city, 
and continued, by adjournment, until 
Friday, the a5th. On the intermediate 
Wednesday and Thursday, the exam- 
ination of the students, on the studies 
of the past year, was held in the pre- 
sence of the trustees, clergy, and others. 
On Friday, the 25th, the Festival of 
St. James the Aposile, the commence- 
ment of the seminary was publicly ce- 
Jebrated in Christ church. The fol- 
lowing was the order of the exercises : 
—As the procession entered, the last 
four verses of the 118th psalm were 
sung; introductory devetions by the 


presiding bishop; sermon, Faith the 
principal condition of salvation, by 
Robert B. Croes, A. M. of New-Jersey 5 
dissertation on the state of the heathen 
in reference to salvation, by Mathew 
Matthews, A. M. of Pennsylvania; dis- 
sertation on prophecy as an evidence 
of the truth of revelation, by Samuel 
R. Johnson, A. B. of New-York; an- 
them, by the choir; dissertation on the 
analogy between the priesthood of Mel- 
chizedek, and of Christ, by William T. 
Potter, A. B. of Massachusetts ; pre- 
sentment of the first class by the fa- 
culty, to the presiding bishop, for re- 
ceiving their testimonials; address by 
the presiding bishop; testimonials 
given; last four verses of the 122d 
psalm sung ; concluding devotions. 

A sermon on the ministry as the 
means of the edification of the church, 
was to have been read by William 
Shelton, of Connecticut; who was pre- 
vented from attending by indisposition. 
He and the young gentlemen named 
above, constituted the first class, on 
whom the honours of the seminary were 
conferred, 

It was highly gratifying to be favour- 
ed, on this occasion, with the presence 


of the Right Rev. Bishop White, of © 


Pennsylvania, who presided at the 
meetings of the board of trustees, and 
at the examination and commence- 
ment. There were also present, be- 
sides those residing in New-York, trus- 
tees from New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and South-Carolina. 

The examination appears to have 
given great satisfaction to all who wit- 
nessed it, and may be regarded as an 
carnest of the extensive benefit to the 
church for which the friends of the se- 
minary look, as its effect. The com- 
mencement exercises were very inter- 
esting. The dissertations and sermons 
read by the young men, evinced great 
success in the prosecution ef their stu- 
dies. ‘The address of the presiding Bi- 
shop was very impressive and instruc- 
tive. We are happy to learn that he 
has consented to a request for its pub- 
lication. 


Literary Honours. 


At the commencement of the U niyer- 
sity of North-Carolina, in June last, th: 
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August, 1823.] 


degree of D.D. was conferred on the 
Right Rev. John Stark Ravenscroft, 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in that state: and at the recent 
commencement of Union College in 
this state, the same degree was confer- 
red on the Rev. Jonathan M. Wain- 
wright, rector of Grace Church, in the 
city of New-York.—The degree of 
LL.D. was lately conferred on the Hon. 
Cadwallader D. Colden, of this eity, by 
a college in Pennsylvania. 


Theological Library. 


A library of theological works, in- 
tended chiefly for the use of the clergy 
and the students of divinity of the epis- 
copal church in the western parts of 
this state, was formed a few years since 
by the aid of individuals in Utica, Alba- 
ny, and New-York, and placed under 
the care of the vestry of the episcopal 
church in the first mentioned place. 
This library, with the exception of some 
books retained for the use of a parish 
library, has lately been removed, by the 
consent of the vestry, to Geneva, for 
the benefit of the students of divinity of 
the branch theofoyical school. It con- 
tains some choice theology, and the 
whole collection may be valued at two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 


Obituary of the Rev. Samuel Wydown. 


Died in Albemarle, Virginia, on the 
14th of February last, the Rev. Samuel 
W ydown, fermerly a minister for many 


years of the baptist church. About 


lrve years ago he changed his views of 
the doctrine of baptism, in favour of in- 
fants being admitted to that sacrament, 
and was ordained a presbyter of the 
episcopal church. His death, as far as 
we have been informed, was peaceful 
and happy; and we cherish the hope of 
meeting him in a better and happicr 
world.— Theological Repertory. 


Biblical Ilustrations. 
Genesis xxvvii. 15. 

The sacred history ef events trans- 
acted in the fields of Sichem, trom our 
earliest years is remembered with de- 
Hght ; but with the territory before our 
eyes where those events took place, and 








Miscellaneous Articles. ‘55 


ix the view of objects existing, as they 
were described above three thousand 
years ago, the grateful impression kin- 
dles into ecstacy. Along the valley 
we beheld ‘a company of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead,’ as in the days of 
Reuben and Judah, with their camels 
bearing spicery, and balm, and myrrh, 
who would gladly have purchased ano- 
ther Joseph of his brethren, and con- 
veyed him as a slave to some Potiphar 
in Egypt. Upon the hills around, flocks 
and herds were feeding, as of old; nor 
in the simple garb of the shepherds of 
Samaria, was there any thing repugnant 
to the notions we entertain of the ap- 
pearance presented by the sons of Ja- 
cob.—Dr. Clurke’s Travels, vol. ii. 


St. Matthew xxiv, 41. 

Searcely had we reached the apart- 
ment at Nazareth, prepared for our re- 
ception, when, looking from the win- 
dow into the court-yard belonging to 
the house, we beheld two women grind- 
ing at the mill, in a manner most forci- 
bly illustrating the saying of our Sa- 
viour, ‘The two women, seated upon 
the ground opposite each other, held 
between them tavo round flat stones. In 
the centre of the upper stone was a ca- 
vity for pouring in the corn; and, by 
the side of this, an upright weoder 
handle for moving the stone. As the 
eperation began, one of the women 
with her right hand pushed this handle 
to the woman opposite, who again sent 
it to her companion, thus communicat- 
ing a rotatory and very rapid motion to 
the upper stone, tlieir left hands being 
all the while employed in supplying 
fresh corn as fast as the bran and flour 
escaped from the sides of the machiac. 
—The same. 


St. Luke x. 30. 


The distance of Jericho from Jerusa- © 


lem is reckoned by Josephus to be 150 
furlongs, or near nineteen miles ; the 
same author adding, that the whole 
country between them is all rock and 
desert, and for this reason ‘ apt to be 
infested with thieves,” which in ali like- 
lihood gave occasion to our blessed 
Lord to instahee, in this part of the 
country, where he says, ‘ A certain man 
went dowa from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves.’-— Wells. 
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Anecdote, related in a* Discourse to 
his Clregy,’ by Thomas Sprat, D. D. 
Lord Bishop of Rochester. 


. Immediately after the happy resto- 
ration of king Charles the Ild. when, 
together with the rights of the crown, 
and the English liberties, the Church 
and the /iturgy were also newly restor- 
ed, a noted ringleader of schism in the 
former times was to be buried in one of 
the principal churches of London. The 
minister of the church being a wise and 
regular conformist, (he was afterwards 
an eminent bishop in the church,) well 
knew how averse the friends and rela- 
tions of the deceased had always been 
to the common prayer; which, by hear- 
ing it so often called a ‘low rudiment,’ 
a ‘ beggarly element,’ and ‘ carnal or- 
dinance,’ they were brought to contemn 
to that degree, that they shunned all oc- 
casions of being acquainted with it. 

Wherefore, in order to the interment 
of their friend in some sort to their sa- 
tisfaction, yet so as not to betray his 
own tenets, he used this honest method 
to undeceive them:—Before the day 
appointed for the funeral, he was at the 
pains to learn the whole ‘ office of bu- 
rial’ by heart. And then, the time be- 
ing come, there being a great concourse 
of men of the same fanatical principles, 
when the company heard all delivered 
by him without book, with a free rea- 
diness, and profound gravity, and un- 
affected composure of voice, looks, and 
gestures, and a very powerful emphasis 
in every part, they were strangely sur- 
prised and affected; professing they 
had never heard a more suitable exhor- 
tation, or a more edifying exercise, even 
from the very best and most precious 
men of their own persuasion. 

But they were afterwards much more 
surprised and confounded, when the 
same person who had officiated assured 
the principal men among them, that not 
one period of all he had spoken was 
his own; and convinced them, by oc- 
cular demonstration, that all was taken 
word for word out of the very office or- 
dained for that purpose, in the poor 
contemptible Book of Common Prayer! 


Free Discussion. 


Investigation, it is said, frequently 
leads to doubts, where there were none 
before. So much the better. Ifa thing 
is false, it ought not to be received. If 
a thin? is true, it can never lose in the 
end by inquiry. On the contrary, the 
conviction of that man, who has per- 
ceived difficulties and overcome them, 
is always stronger than the persuasion 
of him who never heard of their exist- 
ence. The danger which is apprehend- 
ed arises from superficial knowledge, 
which carries a man far enough just to 
perceive difficulties, and there leaves 
him. In fact, it is not learning, but 
want of learning, which leads to error 
in religion.— Herbert Marsh. 


Extract. 


Friendship of a devoted kind is not 
uncommon in Turkey ; in Rome it is 
certainly rare. The testimonies of 
numerous travellers concur in stating, 
that a low shop-keeper in Turkey 
scorns to ask even of a Christian, a 
greater sum than he would of a Turk. 
Most of the Roman shop-keepers turn 
foreigners to the best account they can. 
The Turk will sometimes rob by open 
force; but he scorns pilfering, as com- 
mon at Rome as in London and Paris. 


St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. 


This structure was thirty-five years 
in building, and cost seven hundred and 
thirty-six thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-two pounds sterling. It is five 
hundred feet long, and two hundred and 
fifty feet wide: thesummit of thedome 
is three hundred and forty feet high. 


St. Peter’s Cathedral, Rome. 


This edifice was one hundred and 
five years in building: it is seven hun- 
dred and twenty-nine feet long, three | 
hundred and sixty-four wide, and four 
hundred and thirty-seven feet high to 
the summit of the cross. 


To correspondents.—T he essay by X. on the advantages of a public education for the ministry, 
will appear in our next; as will also the review by Velta—Our friend who sent us the pieces by 
weura, will find he has not been ueglected.—Several other articles aré under consideration. 








